
Ezekiel 40:16
Authorized King James Version (KJV)

And there were narrow windows to the little chambers, and to

their posts within the gate round about, and likewise to the

arches: and windows were round about inward: and upon

each post were palm trees. 

Analysis

The 'narrow windows' (Hebrew חַלוֹּניִם אֲטֻמִים, challonim atumim—literally 'closed' or

'recessed  windows')  allowed  light  inward  while  preventing  observation  from

outside. This architectural detail teaches theological truth: God's house illuminates

from within (divine revelation), not from external human wisdom. Light flows from

God outward to the world,  not vice versa. The palm tree decorations upon the

posts  recall  Solomon's  temple  (1  Kings  6:29,  32)  and symbolize  righteousness,

fruitfulness,  and  victory  (Psalm  92:12,  Revelation  7:9).  Palms  thrive  in  desert

conditions,  representing  God's  people  flourishing  despite  hostile  environments.

The  combination  of  windows  (light)  and  palms  (life)  illustrates  the  temple's

purpose:  God's  presence  brings  illumination  and  vitality.  Reformed  theology

emphasizes that the church,  as God's temple (1 Corinthians 3:16),  must derive

light from Scripture alone (sola scriptura) and bear fruit through union with Christ

(John 15:5).

Historical Context

Archaeological  evidence  from ancient  Near  Eastern  architecture  shows  similar

narrow, recessed windows in fortifications and palaces. These 'arrow-slit' windows

provided  light  and  ventilation  while  maintaining  security.  Solomon's  temple

featured palm tree carvings alongside cherubim and flowers (1 Kings 6:29-35),
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creating  an  Eden-like  atmosphere—the  temple  represented  restored  paradise.

Palm branches appeared in Israel's Feast of Tabernacles celebrations (Leviticus

23:40),  symbolizing  joy,  victory,  and  God's  provision.  The  exiles  would  have

remembered Jerusalem's temple decorations, now destroyed. This vision promised

restoration  with  continuity—the  future  temple  would  maintain  symbolic

connections to Solomon's glory while introducing new elements. Palm imagery also

appears  in  Revelation's  heavenly  worship  (Revelation  7:9),  suggesting

eschatological fulfillment beyond any earthly temple.

Related Passages

Romans 10:9 — Confession and belief for salvation 

John 3:16 — God's love and salvation 

Study Questions

How do you ensure your spiritual 'windows' receive light from God's Word

rather than worldly philosophies?

What 'palm trees' of fruitfulness should characterize your life as a living

temple of the Holy Spirit?

How does the temple's architectural beauty reflect God's character and call

us to cultivate beauty in worship?

1. 

2. 

3. 
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Interlinear Text

וֹת וחְַלוֹּנ
and windows

H2474

וֹת אֲטֻמ
And there were narrow

H331

אֶֽל
H413

ים הַתּאִָ
to the little chambers

H8372

ואְֶל
H413

יִל אַ
and to their posts

H352

ימָה ִ לפִנְ
inward
H6441

עַר לשַַּׁ
the gate

H8179

סָביִב
round about

H5439

סָביִב
round about

H5439

ן וכְֵ
H3651

וֹת לאֵָֽלמַּ
and likewise to the arches

H361

וֹת וחְַלוֹּנ
and windows

H2474

סָביִב
round about

H5439

סָביִב
round about

H5439

ימָה ִ לפִנְ
inward
H6441

ואְֶל
H413

יִל אַ
and to their posts

H352

תּמִֹריִֽם׃
were palm trees

H8561

Additional Cross-References

Ezekiel 41:26 (Parallel theme):  And there were narrow windows and palm trees

on the one side and on the other side, on the sides of the porch, and upon the side

chambers of the house, and thick planks.

1 Kings 6:4 (Parallel  theme):  And for  the house he made windows of  narrow

lights.

2 Chronicles 3:5 (Parallel theme): And the greater house he cieled with fir tree,

which he overlaid with fine gold, and set thereon palm trees and chains.

1 Kings 6:29 (Parallel theme):  And he carved all the walls of the house round

about with carved figures of cherubims and palm trees and open flowers, within

and without.

1 Kings 6:35 (Parallel theme): And he carved thereon cherubims and palm trees

and open flowers: and covered them with gold fitted upon the carved work.

1 Kings 6:32 (Parallel  theme):  The two doors also were of  olive tree;  and he

carved upon them carvings of cherubims and palm trees and open flowers, and
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overlaid them with gold, and spread gold upon the cherubims, and upon the palm

trees.

From KJV Study • kjvstudy.org 

4


	Ezekiel 40:16
	Analysis
	Historical Context
	Related Passages
	Study Questions
	Interlinear Text
	Additional Cross-References


