
Ezekiel 4:8
Authorized King James Version (KJV)

And, behold, I will lay bands upon thee, and thou shalt not

turn thee from one side to another, till thou hast ended the

days of thy siege. 

Analysis

And, behold, I will lay bands upon thee, and thou shalt not turn thee from

one  side  to  another,  till  thou  hast  ended  the  days  of  thy  siege. God's

sovereign control extends even to Ezekiel's bodily movements—divine "bands" or

"cords" (avotim, עֲבֹתיִם) prevent the prophet from changing position prematurely.

Whether  literal  ropes or  supernatural  restraint,  the binding symbolizes  Israel's

inability to escape God's determined judgment. The phrase "thou shalt not turn"

(lo-tihapekh, ְֵלֹא־תהֵָפך) emphasizes fixed, inescapable consequences.

The binding has dual significance. First, it represents Jerusalem's siege—just as

Ezekiel  cannot move,  Jerusalem will  be completely surrounded with no escape.

Second, it illustrates human inability to avert divine judgment through self-effort.

Israel  cannot  "turn"  from  judgment  by  their  own  power;  only  God-granted

repentance  enables  genuine  turning  (teshuvah).  This  anticipates  reformed

theology's emphasis on sovereign grace—salvation requires divine initiative, not

merely human decision (John 6:44; Ephesians 2:8-9).

Yet the binding is temporary: "till thou hast ended the days of thy siege." God's

judgments  have  limits;  His  purposes  include  both  discipline  and  eventual

restoration. The same God who binds also releases. This points toward the gospel

promise that Christ bore God's binding wrath on the cross, freeing believers from

judgment's cords (Romans 8:1). What we cannot loose, Christ has loosed through

His sufficient sacrifice.
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Historical Context

During the 18-month siege of Jerusalem (589-586 BC),  the city was completely

surrounded  by  Babylonian  forces.  Archaeological  excavations  have  revealed

evidence  of  siege  warfare  at  the  City  of  David,  including  arrowheads,  burnt

destruction layers,  and breached wall  sections.  The population,  trapped inside,

suffered horrific famine described in Lamentations (2:11-12, 20; 4:3-10).

Ezekiel's bound condition, maintained over 430 days (390 + 40), created powerful

visual testimony for the exile community. Day after day, month after month, they

witnessed  the  prophet's  immobility,  dramatizing  Jerusalem's  inescapable  fate.

Some scholars suggest Ezekiel may have performed this sign-act during specific

hours daily while conducting other activities, but the text's emphasis on binding

and inability to turn suggests substantial restriction.

This  extended  prophetic  performance  required  extraordinary  physical  and

psychological  endurance,  demonstrating Ezekiel's  complete submission to God's

call. Ancient Near Eastern prophets sometimes suffered for their messages, but

few  endured  such  prolonged,  demanding  sign-acts.  Ezekiel's  faithfulness

authenticated his message—he bore in his body what Jerusalem would experience

in siege.

Related Passages

Ephesians 2:8 — Salvation by grace through faith 

Romans 10:9 — Confession and belief for salvation 

Revelation 20:12 — Judgment according to deeds 

Romans 2:1 — Judging others 

Study Questions

How does the binding of Ezekiel illustrate humanity's inability to escape

divine judgment apart from God's grace?
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What does the temporary nature of the binding teach about God's judgment

serving ultimate redemptive purposes?

In what ways does Christ's bearing of binding judgment on the cross free

believers from sin's cords?

Interlinear Text

ה ֵּ והְִנ
H2009

תּיִ נתַָ
And behold I will lay

H5414

ָ יך עָלֶ
H5921

ים עֲבוֹתִ
bands
H5688

ולְֹֽא
H3808

ְ ך תהֵָפֵ
upon thee and thou shalt not turn

H2015

ָ ך ֶּ צדִ
thee from one side

H6654

אֶל
H413

ָ ך ֶּ צדִ
thee from one side

H6654

עַד
H5704

ָ כלַּוֹּתךְ
till thou hast ended

H3615

י ימְֵ
the days

H3117

מְצורּךֶֽ׃ָ
of thy siege

H4692

Additional Cross-References

Ezekiel 3:25 (Parallel  theme):  But thou,  O son of  man,  behold,  they shall  put

bands upon thee, and shall bind thee with them, and thou shalt not go out among

them:
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