
Ezekiel 39:23
Authorized King James Version (KJV)

And the heathen shall know that the house of Israel went into

captivity for their iniquity: because they trespassed against

me, therefore hid I my face from them, and gave them into the

hand of their enemies: so fell they all by the sword. 

Analysis

And the heathen shall know that the house of Israel went into captivity for

their iniquity—God clarifies the theological meaning of exile for both Israel and

surrounding nations. The Hebrew avon (עָוֹן, "iniquity") denotes guilt-producing sin

requiring atonement, not mere mistakes or weakness.

Because they trespassed against me, therefore hid I my face from them—

the  verb  ma'al (מָעַל,  "trespassed")  describes  covenant  betrayal,  specifically

unfaithfulness in sacred matters. The metaphor of God hiding His face (ִַּי פנָי (הִּסְת�רַתְ�

signifies  withdrawn presence and protection,  the  covenant  curse  threatened in

Deuteronomy  31:17-18.  This  wasn't  arbitrary  divine  rage  but  the  natural

consequence of covenant violation.

And gave them into the hand of their enemies: so fell they all by the sword

—exile  was  God's  judicial  act,  not  Babylon's  superior  military  power.  This

theological  interpretation  prevents  false  narratives:  Israel  didn't  fall  because

Yahweh  was  weak  or  Marduk  stronger,  but  because  covenant  unfaithfulness

necessitated  discipline.  The  sword  of  judgment  came  through  human  agency

(Babylon) but by divine decree, demonstrating God's sovereignty over all nations

and events.
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Historical Context

When  Jerusalem  fell  in  586  BC,  surrounding  nations  mocked  Israel's  God  as

defeated (Psalm 137:3-4,  Lamentations  2:15-16).  Pagan theology  assumed gods

protected  their  territories—Israel's  conquest  suggested  Yahweh's  impotence.

Ezekiel corrects this misunderstanding: the exile vindicated God's righteousness

and covenant faithfulness, not His weakness.

This verse would have been crucial for exilic theology. The community needed to

understand their suffering as covenantal discipline, not cosmic accident or divine

failure.  This  interpretation  preserved  faith  in  God's  character  and  covenant

promises—if exile was judgment for sin, then repentance could lead to restoration.

The  alternative  (viewing  exile  as  evidence  of  divine  impotence)  would  have

destroyed hope and faith entirely.

Related Passages

Ephesians 2:8 — Salvation by grace through faith 

Romans 10:9 — Confession and belief for salvation 

John 15:13 — Greatest form of love 

1 Corinthians 13:4 — Characteristics of love 

Study Questions

How do you interpret suffering and discipline—as divine abandonment or

covenant faithfulness?

What false narratives about God's character might you be accepting when

you experience His 'hidden face' in seasons of discipline?

1. 

2. 
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Interlinear Text

� ו ויְדְָע
shall know

H3045

�וֹיִם ג הַ
And the heathen

H1471

י ִּ� כ
H3588

ם ָ בעֲַוֺנ
for their iniquity

H5771

� ו �לָ ג
went into captivity

H1540

ביֵֽת
that the house

H1004

ל יִשְׂראֵָ
of Israel

H3478

ל עַ
H5921

ר אֲשֶׁ
H834

� מָֽעֲלו
because they trespassed

H4603

י בִּ
H0

ר ואַָסְת�ִּ
against me therefore hid

H5641

י ַ נָ פ�
I my face

H6440

ם מֵהֶ
H1992

ואֶָֽת�נְםֵ
from them and gave

H5414

ד ַ ב�יְ
them into the hand

H3027

ם צרָיֵהֶ
of their enemies

H6862

� ו לְ �ִּפ� ויַ
so fell
H5307

רבֶ בחֶַ
they all by the sword

H2719

�םָֽ׃ �לֻ כ
H3605

Additional Cross-References

Isaiah 59:2 (Sin): But your iniquities have separated between you and your God,

and your sins have hid his face from you, that he will not hear.

Isaiah 1:15 (Parallel theme):  And when ye spread forth your hands, I will hide

mine eyes from you: yea, when ye make many prayers, I will not hear: your hands

are full of blood.

Isaiah 42:24 (Word):  Who gave Jacob for a spoil, and Israel to the robbers? did

not the LORD, he against whom we have sinned? for they would not walk in his

ways, neither were they obedient unto his law.

Deuteronomy 32:30 (Parallel theme): How should one chase a thousand, and two

put ten thousand to flight, except their Rock had sold them, and the LORD had

shut them up?

Deuteronomy 32:20 (Parallel theme): And he said, I will hide my face from them,

I will see what their end shall be: for they are a very froward generation, children

in whom is no faith.
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Ezekiel  39:29 (References Israel):  Neither will  I  hide my face any more from

them: for I have poured out my spirit upon the house of Israel, saith the Lord GOD.

Leviticus 26:25 (Word): And I will bring a sword upon you, that shall avenge the

quarrel of my covenant: and when ye are gathered together within your cities, I

will send the pestilence among you; and ye shall be delivered into the hand of the

enemy.
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