
Ezekiel 11:7
Authorized King James Version (KJV)

Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD; Your slain whom ye have

laid in the midst of it, they are the flesh, and this city is the

caldron: but I will bring you forth out of the midst of it. 

Analysis

God announces judgment using the leaders' own metaphor: 'Therefore thus saith

the Lord GOD; Your slain whom ye have laid in the midst of it, they are the flesh,

and this city is the caldron; but I will bring you forth out of the midst of it.' This

represents prophetic irony—God takes their confident proverb and inverts it. Yes,

Jerusalem is a caldron, but they won't be protected; they'll be removed and face

judgment outside the city.

The slain victims of their oppression become the 'flesh'  in the caldron, not the

leaders  themselves.  Those  they  murdered  remain  in  the  city,  while  the

perpetrators will be brought out for judgment. This inversion demonstrates poetic

justice—their  metaphor  is  fulfilled,  but  not  as  they  intended.  God often  brings

people's  words  back  upon  their  own  heads,  showing  the  emptiness  of  false

confidence (1 Samuel 2:3, Job 5:13).

From a Reformed perspective, this illustrates God's sovereignty over language and

meaning.  Humans  may  speak  confidently,  but  God  determines  outcomes.  The

leaders' proverb intended to provide false security, but God transforms it into a

prophecy of judgment. This warns against glib confidence and reminds believers

that God alone determines how our words are ultimately fulfilled.
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Historical Context

The  fulfillment  came  in  586  BC  when  Nebuchadnezzar's  armies  breached

Jerusalem's walls. Many leaders were captured trying to flee and were brought to

Riblah in Syria for judgment before Nebuchadnezzar (2 Kings 25:18-21, Jeremiah

39:4-7, 52:8-11). King Zedekiah witnessed his sons' execution before being blinded

and  taken  to  Babylon.  The  leaders  were  indeed  brought  out  of  Jerusalem  for

judgment, fulfilling Ezekiel's prophecy precisely.

Archaeological  evidence of  Jerusalem's destruction includes burned layers from

586 BC, arrowheads, and evidence of breached walls. The Babylonian Chronicle

confirms  the  siege  and  capture.  The  leaders'  confidence  in  Jerusalem's  walls

proved baseless—God handed them over to the enemy they thought would be kept

outside. Their false security in physical defenses collapsed when God withdrew His

protection.

Related Passages

Psalm 19:1 — Heavens declare God's glory 

Genesis 1:1 — Creation of heavens and earth 

Study Questions

How does God's use of ironic fulfillment (turning false confidence into

judgment) illustrate His sovereignty over human language?

What false confidences have you expressed that God might fulfill in

unexpected, humbling ways?

In what ways does poetic justice (judgment matching the crime) reveal God's

righteousness?

1. 

2. 

3. 
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Interlinear Text

ן לכֵָ
H3651

ֹּֽה כ
H3541

אָמַר
Therefore thus saith

H559

י ָ אֲדֹנ
the Lord

H136

יהְוהִ
GOD
H3069

חַללְיֵכםֶ
Your slain

H2491

ר אֲשֶׁ
H834

ם שַׂמְתֶּ
whom ye have laid

H7760

מִתּוֹכהָּֽ׃
in the midst

H8432

מָּה הֵ
H1992

ר הַבשָָּׂ
of it they are the flesh

H1320

יא והְִ
H1931

יר הַסִּ
and this city is the caldron

H5518

ם ואְֶתכְֶ
H853

יא הוֹצִ
but I will bring you forth

H3318

מִתּוֹכהָּֽ׃
in the midst

H8432
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