Ezekiel 1:20

Authorized King James Version (KJV)

Whithersoever the spirit was to go, they went, thither was
their spirit to go; and the wheels were lifted up over against

them: for the spirit of the living creature was in the wheels.

Analysis

"Whithersoever the spirit was to go, they went, thither was their spirit to go; and
the wheels were lifted up over against them: for the spirit of the living creature

was in the wheels." The perfect coordination between cherubim and wheels
demonstrates unified obedience to the Spirit. The phrase "the spirit of the living
creature was in the wheels" indicates internal animation, not external compulsion.
This models Spirit-led living: believers moving in harmony with God's will through
internal transformation, not external coercion. The Reformed emphasis on Spirit-

wrought sanctification appears—genuine obedience flows from renewed hearts.

Historical Context

The vision (593 BC) depicted God's mobile throne moving wherever the Spirit
directed. This assured exiles that God remained sovereign and active despite
geographical distance from Jerusalem. The perfect coordination symbolizes
heavenly worship and service operating in complete harmony with divine
purposes. Early church fathers saw this as depicting the church moving in
coordinated obedience to the Spirit. The imagery challenges disorganized,
individualistic Christianity that ignores corporate unity under Spirit-direction.



Related Passages

Romans 10:9 — Confession and belief for salvation
John 3:16 — God's love and salvation
1 Corinthians 13:4 — Characteristics of love

1 John 4:8 — God is love

Study Questions

1. How does perfect coordination with the Spirit challenge individualistic
spirituality?
2. What does the Spirit being in the wheels teach about internal motivation

versus external compliance?

Interlinear Text
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Additional Cross-References

Ezekiel 1:12 (Spirit): And they went every one straight forward: whither the spirit

was to go, they went; and they turned not when they went.



Ezekiel 10:17 (Spirit): When they stood, these stood; and when they were lifted
up, these lifted up themselves also: for the spirit of the living creature was in them.
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