
Exodus 40:36
Authorized King James Version (KJV)

And when the cloud was taken up from over the tabernacle,

the children of Israel went onward in all their journeys: 

Analysis

The cloud's guidance—'when the cloud was taken up...the children of Israel went

onward' (ָובּהְֵעָלוֹת הֶעָנן, uvehe'alot he'anan, when the cloud ascended)—establishes

divine direction for Israel's journey. The verb ָעָלה (alah, ascended/lifted) indicates

God's  initiative;  Israel  followed,  not  led.  This  visible  guidance taught  complete

dependence  on  God's  leading,  not  human  strategy.  The  phrase  'in  all  their

journeys' (בכְּלָ־מַסְעֵיהֶם, bekhol-mas'eihem) indicates comprehensive divine direction

throughout  wilderness  wandering.  This  prefigures  the  Spirit  guiding  believers

(John 16:13; Romans 8:14; Galatians 5:16, 18, 25).

Historical Context

The cloud's guidance, visible to all  Israel, eliminated need for human scouts or

navigation—God  Himself  directed  their  travels.  Numbers  9:15-23  details  the

cloud's function: when it remained, they remained; when it moved, they moved—

sometimes  briefly,  sometimes  extended  periods.  This  divine  GPS  demonstrated

God's personal, active covenant faithfulness.

Related Passages

Psalm 19:1 — Heavens declare God's glory 

Genesis 1:1 — Creation of heavens and earth 
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Study Questions

How does the cloud's initiative (it moved; Israel followed) teach believers to

seek divine guidance rather than presuming direction?

What does the cloud's comprehensive guidance 'in all their journeys' reveal

about God's involvement in believers' daily lives?

Interlinear Text

וֹת ובּהְֵֽעָל
was taken up

H5927

הֶֽעָנןָ
And when the cloud

H6051

ל מֵעַ
from
H5921

ן ָּ הַמִּשְׁכ
over the tabernacle

H4908

ּ ו יִסְע
went onward

H5265

י ֵ בנְּ
the children

H1121

ל יִשְׂראֵָ
of Israel

H3478

ל בכְֹּ
H3605

מַסְעֵיהֶֽם׃
in all their journeys

H4550

Additional Cross-References

Nehemiah 9:19 (Parallel  theme):  Yet  thou  in  thy  manifold  mercies  forsookest

them not in the wilderness: the pillar of the cloud departed not from them by day,

to lead them in the way; neither the pillar of fire by night, to shew them light, and

the way wherein they should go.

Numbers 9:17 (Temple): And when the cloud was taken up from the tabernacle,

then after that the children of Israel journeyed: and in the place where the cloud

abode, there the children of Israel pitched their tents.
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