Exodus 23:14

Authorized King James Version (KJV)

Three times thou shalt keep a feast unto me in the year.

Analysis
Three times thou shalt keep a feast unto me in the year.

Israel's festival calendar (Passover, Weeks, Tabernacles) celebrated God's provision
and redemption. The appointed times (b'TYIn, mo'adim) gathered covenant people
to remember God's faithfulness and anticipate future fulfillment. Festivals
combined worship, rest, and fellowship—integrating spiritual and social life. These
celebrations typologically point to Christ: Passover (His sacrifice), Weeks/Pentecost
(Spirit's outpouring), Tabernacles (God dwelling with us). Christian worship
continues this pattern of remembrance and anticipation.

Historical Context

Ancient Near Eastern religions held seasonal festivals, but Israel's feasts distinctly
commemorated historical redemption (exodus) rather than merely agricultural
cycles. The festivals reinforced covenant identity across generations.

Related Passages

Romans 1:17 — The righteous shall live by faith
Hebrews 11:1 — Definition of faith
Revelation 20:12 — Judgment according to deeds

Romans 2:1 — Judging others



Study Questions

1. How does this law reveal God's character—His justice, mercy, or holiness?
2. What New Testament principles build upon or fulfill this Old Testament
regulation?

Interlinear Text
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Three times thou shalt keep a feast HO unto me in the year
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Additional Cross-References

Deuteronomy 16:16 (Parallel theme): Three times in a year shall all thy males
appear before the LORD thy God in the place which he shall choose; in the feast of
unleavened bread, and in the feast of weeks, and in the feast of tabernacles: and
they shall not appear before the LORD empty:
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