Exodus 23

Chapter 23 of 40 - 33 Verses - Authorized King James Version

Laws About Justice and Mercy

I Thou shalt not raise a false report: put not thine hand with the wicked to be an

unrighteous witness.

2 Thou shalt not follow a multitude to do evil; neither shalt thou speak in a cause to

decline after many to wrest judgment:
3 Neither shalt thou countenance a poor man in his cause.

4 If thou meet thine enemy's ox or his ass going astray, thou shalt surely bring it

back to him again.

5 If thou see the ass of him that hateth thee lying under his burden, and wouldest
forbear to help him, thou shalt surely help with him.

6 Thou shalt not wrest the judgment of thy poor in his cause.

7 Keep thee far from a false matter; and the innocent and righteous slay thou not:

for I will not justify the wicked.

8 And thou shalt take no gift: for the gift blindeth the wise, and perverteth the words
of the righteous.

9 Also thou shalt not oppress a stranger: for ye know the heart of a stranger, seeing
ye were strangers in the land of Egypt.
Sabbath Laws and Festivals

10 And six years thou shalt sow thy land, and shalt gather in the fruits thereof:
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11 But the seventh year thou shalt let it rest and lie still; that the poor of thy people
may eat: and what they leave the beasts of the field shall eat. In like manner thou

shalt deal with thy vineyard, and with thy oliveyard.

12 Six days thou shalt do thy work, and on the seventh day thou shalt rest: that thine
ox and thine ass may rest, and the son of thy handmaid, and the stranger, may be
refreshed.

13 And in all things that I have said unto you be circumspect: and make no mention

of the name of other gods, neither let it be heard out of thy mouth.
14 Three times thou shalt keep a feast unto me in the year.

15 Thou shalt keep the feast of unleavened bread: (thou shalt eat unleavened bread
seven days, as I commanded thee, in the time appointed of the month Abib; for in it

thou camest out from Egypt: and none shall appear before me empty:)

16 And the feast of harvest, the firstfruits of thy labours, which thou hast sown in the
field: and the feast of ingathering, which is in the end of the year, when thou hast

gathered in thy labours out of the field.
17 Three times in the year all thy males shall appear before the Lord GOD.

13 Thou shalt not offer the blood of my sacrifice with leavened bread; neither shall

the fat of my sacrifice remain until the morning.

19 The first of the firstfruits of thy land thou shalt bring into the house of the LORD
thy God. Thou shalt not seethe a kid in his mother's milk.

God's Angel to Lead Israel

20 Behold, I send an Angel before thee, to keep thee in the way, and to bring thee

into the place which I have prepared.

21 Beware of him, and obey his voice, provoke him not; for he will not pardon your

transgressions: for my name is in him.

22 But if thou shalt indeed obey his voice, and do all that I speak; then I will be an

enemy unto thine enemies, and an adversary unto thine adversaries.
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23 For mine Angel shall go before thee, and bring thee in unto the Amorites, and the
Hittites, and the Perizzites, and the Canaanites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites: and I

will cut them off.

24 Thou shalt not bow down to their gods, nor serve them, nor do after their works:

but thou shalt utterly overthrow them, and quite break down their images.

25 And ye shall serve the LORD your God, and he shall bless thy bread, and thy

water; and I will take sickness away from the midst of thee.

26 There shall nothing cast their young, nor be barren, in thy land: the number of
thy days I will fulfil.

27 1 will send my fear before thee, and will destroy all the people to whom thou shalt

come, and I will make all thine enemies turn their backs unto thee.

28 And I will send hornets before thee, which shall drive out the Hivite, the

Canaanite, and the Hittite, from before thee.

29 T will not drive them out from before thee in one year; lest the land become
desolate, and the beast of the field multiply against thee.

30 By little and little I will drive them out from before thee, until thou be increased,

and inherit the land.

31 And I will set thy bounds from the Red sea even unto the sea of the Philistines,
and from the desert unto the river: for I will deliver the inhabitants of the land into
your hand; and thou shalt drive them out before thee.

32 Thou shalt make no covenant with them, nor with their gods.

33 They shall not dwell in thy land, lest they make thee sin against me: for if thou

serve their gods, it will surely be a snare unto thee.
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HEBREW & GREEK WORD STUDIES

Angel — yx7n (Mal'akh)
Angel, messenger

The Hebrew mal'akh (3x7n) means angel or
messenger—a heavenly being sent by God.
Angels serve as God's messengers, worship Him,
and minister to believers (Hebrews 1:14).

Blood — o1 (Dam)
Blood

The Hebrew dam (bT) means blood—
representing life itself. 'The life of the flesh is in
the blood' (Leviticus 17:11), and blood was
required for atonement, foreshadowing Christ's
sacrifice.

Covenant — nna (Berit)
Covenant, treaty

The Hebrew berit (n'13) denotes a covenant—a
binding agreement, often ratified by blood
sacrifice. God's covenants (Abrahamic, Mosaic,
Davidic) structure redemptive history,
culminating in the New Covenant.

Forgive — ~1/ n70 (Salach / Nasa)

To forgive, pardon, lift up

The Hebrew salach (n70Q) is used exclusively of
God's forgiveness—divine pardon that only He
can grant. Nasa (xw1) means to lift up or carry
away, picturing sin being removed.

God — n'n7¥ (Elohim)
God (plural of majesty)

The Hebrew Elohim (n'n7y) is a plural form
denoting majesty and fullness of deity. Though
grammatically plural, it takes singular verbs
when referring to the one true God, suggesting
the Trinity's plurality within unity.

Judgment — vovwn (Mishpat)
Judgment, justice

The Hebrew mishpat (09wn) means judgment or
justice—God's righteous decisions and
ordinances. God is the Judge of all the earth who
'shall do right' (Genesis 18:25), executing perfect
justice.

Justify — 71y (Tsadaq)
To be righteous, declare righteous

The Hebrew tsadagq (j7T1y¥) means to be righteous
or to declare righteous—a legal verdict of
innocence. Abraham 'believed in the LORD; and
he counted it to him for righteousness' (Genesis
15:6).

Lord — 17y / nin' (YHWH / Adonai)

The LORD / Lord

When 'LORD' appears in small capitals, it
represents the Tetragrammaton YHWH (njn!),
God's personal covenant name meaning 'I AM.'
When 'Lord' appears normally, it's Adonai ('17¥),
meaning 'my Lord,' emphasizing sovereignty.

Righteous — 77y (Tzaddik)
Righteous one

The Hebrew tzaddik (j7'Ty) describes one who is
righteous, just, or lawful—conforming to God's
standard. From the root tzedek (j7Ty), meaning
righteousness or justice.

Sacrifice — nay (Zevach)

Sacrifice, offering

The Hebrew zevach (n11) denotes a sacrifice or
offering—an animal slaughtered for worship. Old
Testament sacrifices foreshadowed Christ, 'the
Lamb of God' (John 1:29).
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Transgression — vvo (Pesha)

Transgression, rebellion

The Hebrew pesha (yv9) means transgression or
rebellion—willful violation of God's law. It implies
deliberate revolt against divine authority: 'he was
wounded for our transgressions' (Isaiah 53:5).

CROSS REFERENCES

Word — 1271 (Davar)

Word, thing, matter

The Hebrew davar (127) means word, thing, or
matter—God's creative and authoritative speech.
'By the word of the LORD were the heavens
made' (Psalm 33:6).
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