Esther 9:3

Authorized King James Version (KJV)

And all the rulers of the provinces, and the lieutenants, and
the deputies, and officers of the king, helped the Jews;

because the fear of Mordecai fell upon them.

Analysis

And all the rulers of the provinces, and the lieutenants, and the deputies,
and officers of the king, helped the Jews; because the fear of Mordecai fell
upon them. Persian officials throughout the empire actively helped Jews defend
themselves, motivated by "fear of Mordecai." This wasn't merely fear of
punishment but awe recognizing divine favor and authority. Mordecai's position as
second-in-command made opposing Jews politically dangerous, but the "fear"
suggests more—recognition that God protected His people and elevated their
leaders. This official support proved crucial: Jews weren't merely permitted self-
defense but received active governmental assistance. Providence works through

political structures and authorities who recognize and support God's purposes.

Historical Context

The phrase "fear of Mordecai" echoes earlier "fear of the Jews" (8:17), suggesting
both natural and supernatural dimensions. Provincial officials recognized
Mordecai's enormous power as holder of the king's ring (8:2) and saw that
opposing Jews meant opposing Mordecai. The active support—not mere neutrality
—demonstrates how official backing could decisively tilt local conflicts.
Archaeological evidence shows Persian administrative structure gave provincial
officials significant autonomy in implementing royal policy. Their choice to actively
help Jews rather than merely tolerating self-defense demonstrated both political
calculation and recognition of divine favor. This governmental support fulfilled



patterns of God working through pagan authorities to protect His people (Cyrus,
Artaxerxes, etc.).

Related Passages

Psalm 19:1 — Heavens declare God's glory

Colossians 1:16 — All things created through Christ

Study Questions

1. How does official governmental support for Jews demonstrate God's
sovereignty over political authorities to accomplish His protective purposes?

2. What does the 'fear of Mordecai' teach about how God creates respect for His
servants that transcends mere positional authority?

Interlinear Text
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Additional Cross-References

Ezra 8:36 (Kingdom): And they delivered the king's commissions unto the king's
lieutenants, and to the governors on this side the river: and they furthered the
people, and the house of God.
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