Deuteronomy 9:16

Authorized King James Version (KJV)

And I looked, and, behold, ye had sinned against the LORD
your God, and had made you a molten calf: ye had turned
aside quickly out of the way which the LORD had commanded

you.

Analysis

And I looked, and, behold, ye had sinned against the LORD your God, and
had made you a molten calf: ye had turned aside quickly out of the way
which the LORD had commanded you. Moses' firsthand witness to Israel's
idolatry emphasizes the shocking speed and severity of their apostasy - quickly
indicates their impatience could not even wait for Moses' return.

The phrase sinned against the LORD clarifies that their offense was not merely
social disorder or cultural inappropriate behavior but direct violation of covenant
relationship with Yahweh. They broke the first and second commandments - having

other gods and making graven images - which were fundamental to the covenant.

The description turned aside...out of the way uses spatial metaphor for moral
departure. God's commandments constitute a path or way that leads to life. Israel's
idolatry represents not minor deviation but abandonment of the path entirely. This
language anticipates Proverbs' wisdom teaching about two ways - the path of
righteousness and the path of destruction.

The molten calf specifically represents rejection of God's spiritual, transcendent
nature in favor of visible, tangible religion that humans can control. Idolatry
always makes God in our image rather than worshiping Him as He has revealed
Himself.



Historical Context

The golden calf likely resembled the bull deities of Egypt (Apis) or Canaan (Baal),
though the people may have intended it as a pedestal or symbol for Yahweh rather
than a different deity. Regardless of intent, this violated God's explicit command
against images.

Aaron's compliance in making the calf demonstrated weak leadership that
accommodated popular pressure rather than upholding God's standards.

Related Passages

John 15:13 — Greatest form of love
1 Corinthians 13:4 — Characteristics of love
Revelation 20:12 — Judgment according to deeds

Matthew 25:31 — Final judgment

Study Questions

1. Why do people demand visible, tangible objects for worship rather than
trusting the invisible God?

2. How can we turn aside from God's way quickly even after experiencing His
blessings?

3. What modern equivalents of the golden calf tempt believers to create
'manageable' versions of God?

4. How does idolatry represent an attempt to control God rather than submit to
Him?

5. What role do spiritual leaders have in resisting popular pressure that
contradicts God's word?



Interlinear Text
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Additional Cross-References
Exodus 32:19 (Parallel theme): And it came to pass, as soon as he came nigh unto

the camp, that he saw the calf, and the dancing: and Moses' anger waxed hot, and
he cast the tables out of his hands, and brake them beneath the mount.
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