
Deuteronomy 33:9
Authorized King James Version (KJV)

Who said unto his father and to his mother, I have not seen

him; neither did he acknowledge his brethren, nor knew his

own children: for they have observed thy word, and kept thy

covenant. 

Analysis

Who said unto his father and to his mother, I have not seen him; neither

did he acknowledge his brethren, nor knew his own children: for they have

observed thy word, and kept thy covenant. Moses blesses the tribe of Levi,

highlighting their radical devotion demonstrated during the golden calf incident

(Exodus 32:25-29). The Hebrew verb shamar (ש�ָׁמַר, "observed/kept") appears twice,

emphasizing  the  Levites'  zealous  guardianship  of  God's  covenant  when  others

apostatized.

The shocking phrase "I have not seen him" describes the Levites' willingness to

execute judgment even upon family members who violated covenant. When Moses

commanded, "Who is on the LORD's side?" the Levites alone responded, slaying

approximately 3,000 Israelites including relatives. This wasn't callous indifference

but covenant loyalty superseding natural affection—the same priority Jesus later

demands  (Matthew  10:37,  Luke  14:26).  Their  faithfulness  earned  them  the

priesthood and Levitical service.

This  verse  establishes  a  principle  that  authentic  ministry  requires  undivided

allegiance.  The  Levites  chose  hesed (covenant  loyalty)  to  God  over  family

sentiment, demonstrating that spiritual authority flows from costly obedience. Paul

echoes this in Galatians 1:10, refusing to please men to remain Christ's servant.
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The text doesn't advocate abandoning family duties but prioritizing God's claims

when conflicts arise.

Historical Context

Deuteronomy 33 preserves Moses's final blessing upon Israel's tribes before his

death circa 1406 BCE, paralleling Jacob's blessing in Genesis 49. The blessing of

Levi  (verses  8-11)  reflects  dramatic  transformation—in  Genesis  49:5-7,  Jacob

cursed Levi and Simeon for violence at Shechem, prophesying their dispersion.

Moses's  blessing  reverses  this  curse,  honoring  Levi's  faithfulness  during  the

golden calf crisis.

When Aaron fashioned the golden calf at Sinai while Moses was on the mountain

(Exodus 32), the Levites distinguished themselves by siding with God against the

apostasy.  Their  willingness  to  execute  divine  judgment,  even  upon  family,

demonstrated  the  covenant  supremacy  that  qualified  them for  priestly  service.

Numbers 3:11-13 and 8:14-18 record God's formal selection of Levites to replace

firstborn sons as His dedicated servants.

The  tribe  of  Levi  received  no  territorial  inheritance  (Numbers  18:20),  instead

being scattered among all tribes in forty-eight Levitical cities. This fulfilled Jacob's

prophecy of dispersion but transformed curse into blessing—they were dispersed

as teachers,  judges,  and priests,  serving Israel's  spiritual  needs.  Their example

shaped Israel's understanding that God's service requires absolute priority over

natural loyalties.

Related Passages

Romans 10:9 — Confession and belief for salvation 

John 3:16 — God's love and salvation 
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Study Questions

How does the Levites' example challenge modern discipleship where faith is

often compartmentalized from family loyalty?

What family relationships or cultural expectations might God be calling you to

subordinate to covenant obedience?

How do we balance Jesus's command to "hate" father and mother (Luke

14:26) with the command to honor parents (Exodus 20:12)?

In what ways does ministry effectiveness depend on demonstrated

willingness to prioritize God's word over personal relationships?

How does this verse inform church discipline practices when believers must

confront sin in those they love?

Interlinear Text

ר הָֽׁאֹמֵ
Who said

H559

יו לאְָׁבִ
unto his father

H1

ולּאְִמּוֹ
and to his mother

H517

א לֹ
H3808

יו ראְִיתִ
I have not seen

H7200

ואְֶת
H853

אֶחָׁיו
his brethren

H251

א לֹ
H3808

יר ִּ הִכ
him neither did he acknowledge

H5234

ואְֶת
H853

ו ָׁ ָּׁנ ב
his own children

H1121

א לֹ
H3808

ע ָׁדָׁ י
nor knew

H3045

י ִּ כ
H3588

ּ ש�ָֽׁמְרו
for they have observed

H8104

ָׁ ך אִמְרָׁתֶ
thy word

H565

ָׁ ובּרְיִֽתךְ
thy covenant

H1285

ּ׃ יִנצְֹֽרו
and kept

H5341

Additional Cross-References

Matthew 10:37 (Parallel theme): He that loveth father or mother more than me is

not worthy of me: and he that loveth son or daughter more than me is not worthy

of me.

Matthew 12:48 (Parallel theme):  But he answered and said unto him that told

him, Who is my mother? and who are my brethren?

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 
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Luke 14:26 (Parallel theme): If any man come to me, and hate not his father, and

mother, and wife, and children, and brethren, and sisters, yea, and his own life

also, he cannot be my disciple.
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