
Deuteronomy 33:25
Authorized King James Version (KJV)

Thy shoes shall be iron and brass; and as thy days, so shall thy

strength be. 

Analysis

Thy shoes shall be iron and brass; and as thy days, so shall thy strength be.

Moses  pronounces  this  blessing  upon  the  tribe  of  Asher  in  his  final  prophetic

discourse before his death. The Hebrew words for "iron" (barzel, ֶב�ַּרזְל) and "brass"

(nechosheth, נחְֹש�ֶת) refer to metals symbolizing strength, durability, and security.

The "shoes" (man'al, מִנעְָל) represent protection for life's journey—the feet bearing

the body through varied terrain need reliable covering.

The  metaphor  suggests  Asher's  territory  would  provide  strength  and  security,

possibly referring to mineral resources, military defense, or economic prosperity.

Archaeological evidence confirms significant iron and copper production in regions

associated  with  Asher's  tribal  territory  in  northern  Israel.  Beyond  literal

interpretation, the blessing promises divine enablement for whatever challenges

lie ahead—secure foundation and adequate resources for the journey.

The second phrase, "as thy days, so shall thy strength be," has become a beloved

promise  throughout  church  history.  The  Hebrew  construction  suggests

proportional  provision—strength matching need,  grace sufficient  for  each day's

trials.  This  doesn't  promise  elimination  of  difficulty  but  adequate  resources  to

endure  it.  Theologically,  this  anticipates  New  Testament  promises  of  God's

sufficient grace (2 Corinthians 12:9) and Christ's yoke being easy and burden light

(Matthew 11:30). The blessing teaches dependence on daily divine provision rather

than  self-sufficiency,  trusting  God  to  supply  strength  matching  each  day's
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demands.  This  principle  combats  both  presumption  (assuming  strength  for

tomorrow's trials) and anxiety (fearing inadequacy for future challenges).

Historical Context

Deuteronomy 33 records Moses's final blessing upon Israel's twelve tribes before

his  death  on  Mount  Nebo  (approximately  1406  BCE).  This  blessing  parallels

Jacob's  deathbed  blessing  in  Genesis  49,  establishing  a  pattern  of  patriarchal

prophecy  guiding  tribal  identity  and  destiny.  Moses  speaks  as  prophet  and

covenant mediator, pronouncing divine favor and predicting future circumstances

for each tribe.

Asher's tribal territory was allocated in the fertile coastal region of northern Israel

(Joshua 19:24-31), including areas of Phoenician influence. The region's prosperity

is confirmed by Jacob's blessing, "Out of Asher his bread shall be fat, and he shall

yield royal dainties" (Genesis 49:20). Archaeological evidence indicates this area

had significant agricultural productivity, trade connections with Phoenician cities,

and mineral resources. The blessing's reference to iron and bronze may reflect

these natural resources or metalworking industries.

The historical fulfillment remains somewhat obscure in biblical narrative—Asher

isn't  prominently featured in conquest accounts or judges period. However, the

tribe's endurance and the region's prosperity vindicated Moses's blessing. By the

time of Christ, the area (Galilee) became central to Jesus's ministry, with several

disciples coming from this region. Christian interpretation sees Moses's blessing

finding  ultimate  fulfillment  in  Christ,  who  provides  believers  with  spiritual

resources  (iron  and  brass  shoes)  and  daily  strength  for  kingdom service.  The

blessing's preservation in Scripture transforms a tribal prophecy into a universal

promise for all who trust God's provision.

Related Passages

Matthew 25:31 — Final judgment 

Romans 2:1 — Judging others 
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Study Questions

How does the promise of daily strength matching daily need address our

tendency toward anxiety about the future?

What "iron and brass shoes" has God provided for the specific journey and

calling He's given you?

How can we distinguish between seeking illegitimate security in worldly

resources versus gratefully receiving God's material provisions?

In what ways does this verse challenge both presumption (assuming we have

strength for tomorrow) and fear (doubting God's provision)?

How does understanding God's proportional provision of grace affect how we

approach overwhelming circumstances?

Interlinear Text

ל ֶ ב�ַּרזְ
shall be iron

H1270

ש�ֶת �נחְֹ ו
and brass

H5178

ָ ך מִנעְָלֶ
Thy shoes

H4515

ָ יך �כיְמֶָ ו
and as thy days

H3117

�ָבאְֶֽך׃ָ ד
so shall thy strength

H1679

Additional Cross-References

Isaiah 41:10 (Parallel theme): Fear thou not; for I am with thee: be not dismayed;

for I am thy God: I will strengthen thee; yea, I will help thee; yea, I will uphold

thee with the right hand of my righteousness.

Philippians  4:13 (Parallel  theme):  I  can  do  all  things  through  Christ  which

strengtheneth me.

Colossians 1:11 (Parallel theme):  Strengthened with all might, according to his

glorious power, unto all patience and longsuffering with joyfulness;

Isaiah 40:29 (Parallel theme): He giveth power to the faint; and to them that have

no might he increaseth strength.

Psalms 138:3 (Parallel theme): In the day when I cried thou answeredst me, and

strengthenedst me with strength in my soul.

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 
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2 Chronicles 16:9 (Parallel  theme):  For the eyes of  the LORD run to and fro

throughout the whole earth, to shew himself strong in the behalf of them whose

heart  is  perfect  toward  him.  Herein  thou  hast  done  foolishly:  therefore  from

henceforth thou shalt have wars.

Ephesians 6:10 (Parallel theme): Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and

in the power of his might.

Deuteronomy 32:47 (Parallel theme): For it is not a vain thing for you; because it

is your life: and through this thing ye shall prolong your days in the land, whither

ye go over Jordan to possess it.

Deuteronomy 4:40 (Parallel theme):  Thou shalt keep therefore his statutes, and

his commandments, which I command thee this day, that it may go well with thee,

and with thy children after thee, and that thou mayest prolong thy days upon the

earth, which the LORD thy God giveth thee, for ever.

Deuteronomy 8:9 (Parallel theme):  A land wherein thou shalt eat bread without

scarceness, thou shalt not lack any thing in it; a land whose stones are iron, and

out of whose hills thou mayest dig brass.
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