
Deuteronomy 32:45
Authorized King James Version (KJV)

And Moses made an end of speaking all these words to all

Israel: 

Analysis

And Moses made an end of speaking all these words to all Israel:

The Hebrew waykal Moshe ("and Moses finished/completed") uses the same verb

(kalah)  that  describes  God's  completion  of  creation  (Genesis  2:2)  and  the

tabernacle  construction  (Exodus  39:32).  This  isn't  mere  cessation  but

accomplishment—Moses  has  fulfilled  his  covenant  mediator  role.  Ledabber ("of

speaking") emphasizes the comprehensive nature of his farewell  addresses:  the

historical review (chapters 1-4), covenant stipulations (chapters 5-26), blessings

and  curses  (chapters  27-28),  covenant  renewal  (chapters  29-30),  leadership

transition (chapter 31), and prophetic song (chapter 32).

The  phrase  el-kol-Yisrael ("to  all  Israel")  appears  repeatedly  in  Deuteronomy,

stressing covenant unity and collective responsibility. Moses addresses the nation

corporately,  not  as  individuals—covenant  blessings  and curses  affect  the whole

community. This reflects ancient Near Eastern corporate solidarity concepts but is

grounded in Israel's unique identity as Yahweh's covenant people.

Moses'  completion  of  speaking  precedes  his  death  (chapter  34),  establishing

Scripture's sufficiency for future generations. Israel will have written Torah and

Spirit-enabled leaders (Joshua filled with wisdom, 34:9)  but  not  Moses himself.

This tests whether Israel will obey God's word or demand additional mediation—a

test  they  repeatedly  fail,  necessitating  the  ultimate  Prophet-Mediator  Jesus

(Deuteronomy 18:15-19; Hebrews 3:1-6).
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Historical Context

This  concluding  statement  marks  the  end  of  Moses'  three  major  addresses  in

Deuteronomy. Ancient Near Eastern suzerainty treaties typically concluded with

final warnings and witnesses—Deuteronomy follows this pattern with the Song of

Moses  (chapter  32)  serving  as  perpetual  witness  against  covenant  violation.

Moses'  teaching  ministry  spans  forty  years  from  Exodus/Sinai  through  the

wilderness to this moment in Moab.

The  phrase  'all  Israel'  is  significant—the  entire  second  generation  hears  these

words, unlike their parents who died in the wilderness due to unbelief. This new

generation  will  enter  Canaan  and  must  choose  covenant  fidelity  or  rebellion.

Moses'  completed  word  becomes  the  standard  for  Israel's  future  conduct,

referenced by prophets, kings, and scribes throughout Old Testament history as

the authoritative covenant document.

Related Passages

Romans 10:9 — Confession and belief for salvation 

John 3:16 — God's love and salvation 

Romans 2:1 — Judging others 

Revelation 20:12 — Judgment according to deeds 

Study Questions

How does Moses' completion of his teaching ministry inform our

understanding of Scripture's sufficiency?

In what ways does corporate covenant identity challenge Western

individualism in reading the Bible?

1. 

2. 
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Interlinear Text

ל ויַכְַ
made an end

H3615

ה מֹשֶׁ
And Moses

H4872

ר לדְַבֵּ
of speaking

H1696

אֶת
H853

כלָּ
H3605

ים ְּברִָ הַד
all these words

H1697

להֶּ הָאֵ
H428

אֶל
H413

כלָּ
H3605

יִשְׂראֵָֽל׃
to all Israel

H3478
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