
Deuteronomy 28:53
Authorized King James Version (KJV)

And thou shalt eat the fruit of thine own body, the flesh of thy

sons and of thy daughters, which the LORD thy God hath

given thee, in the siege, and in the straitness, wherewith thine

enemies shall distress thee: 

Analysis

And thou shalt eat the fruit of thine own body, the flesh of thy sons and of

thy  daughters—this  is  the  most  horrifying  curse  in  the  entire  chapter.  The

Hebrew phrase pǝrî ḇiṭnǝḵā (ְָרְיִ בטְִנך fruit of your womb') uses tender language' ,פ�

for pregnancy to describe unspeakable horror: cannibalism of one's own children.

This prophesied the most extreme degradation possible under siege conditions.

This literally occurred during the Babylonian siege (Lamentations 2:20, 4:10) and

again under Rome. Josephus records a woman named Mary eating her own infant

during the AD 70 siege—a fulfillment so precise it defies coincidence. The phrase

in the siege, and in the straitness (במְָצוֹק� bǝmāṣôr ûḇǝmāṣôq) means 'in ,ב�מְָצוֹר ו

the  distress  and  in  the  anguish'  of  military  encirclement.  Leviticus  26:29  had

warned of the same curse.

Historical Context

This  happened  multiple  times  in  Israel's  history:  during  the  Aramean  siege  of

Samaria (2 Kings 6:28-29), the Babylonian siege of Jerusalem (Lamentations 4:10),

and the Roman siege (Josephus, Wars 6.3.4). These fulfillments demonstrate that

God's word of judgment is as reliable as His word of promise.
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Related Passages

Hebrews 11:1 — Definition of faith 

Romans 1:17 — The righteous shall live by faith 

Study Questions

How does the horror of this curse reveal the depth of human depravity apart

from God's grace?

What does it mean that God's covenant curses are as certain as His covenant

blessings?

How does the sacrifice of God's own Son reverse the curse that we deserved?

Interlinear Text

ָ ואְָֽכלַתְ�
And thou shalt eat

H398

פרְיִֽ
the fruit

H6529

ָ בטְִנךְ
of thine own body

H990

ר ב�שְַׂ
the flesh

H1320

ָ יך ֶ �נָ ב
of thy sons

H1121

ָ יך �בנְֹתֶ ו
and of thy daughters

H1323

ר אֲשֶׁ
H834

נתָֽןַ
hath given

H5414

ָ לךְ
H0

ה ָ יהְו
which the LORD

H3068

ָ יך אֱלֹהֶ
thy God

H430

ב�מְָצוֹר
thee in the siege

H4692

וֹק �במְָצ ו
and in the straitness

H4689

אֲשֶׁר
H834

יק יצִָ
shall distress

H6693

ָ לךְ
H0

אֹֽיבְךֶֽ׃ָ
wherewith thine enemies

H341

1. 

2. 

3. 
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Additional Cross-References

Lamentations 4:10 (Parallel theme): The hands of the pitiful women have sodden

their own children: they were their meat in the destruction of the daughter of my

people.

Jeremiah 19:9 (Parallel theme):  And I will cause them to eat the flesh of their

sons and the flesh of their daughters, and they shall eat every one the flesh of his

friend in the siege and straitness, wherewith their enemies, and they that seek

their lives, shall straiten them.

Leviticus 26:29 (Parallel theme): And ye shall eat the flesh of your sons, and the

flesh of your daughters shall ye eat.

Lamentations 2:20 (References Lord):  Behold, O LORD, and consider to whom

thou hast done this. Shall the women eat their fruit, and children of a span long?

shall the priest and the prophet be slain in the sanctuary of the Lord?

Deuteronomy 28:57 (Parallel theme): And toward her young one that cometh out

from between her feet, and toward her children which she shall bear: for she shall

eat them for want of all things secretly in the siege and straitness, wherewith thine

enemy shall distress thee in thy gates.

Ezekiel 5:10 (Parallel theme): Therefore the fathers shall eat the sons in the midst

of thee, and the sons shall eat their fathers; and I will execute judgments in thee,

and the whole remnant of thee will I scatter into all the winds.

Deuteronomy 28:55 (Parallel theme):  So that he will not give to any of them of

the flesh of his children whom he shall eat: because he hath nothing left him in the

siege, and in the straitness, wherewith thine enemies shall distress thee in all thy

gates.
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