
Deuteronomy 28:23
Authorized King James Version (KJV)

And thy heaven that is over thy head shall be brass, and the

earth that is under thee shall be iron. 

Analysis

And thy heaven that is over thy head shall be brass, and the earth that is

under thee shall be iron—This powerful metaphor depicts total environmental

hostility.  Shamekha  asher  al-roshkha  nekhoshet (נחְֹש�ֶׁת  ָ עַל־רֹאש�ְך אֲש�ֶׁר   ָ יך ,ש�ָמֶׁ  your

heavens  over  your  head  shall  be  bronze)  means  the  sky  becomes  hard,

impermeable, refusing to release rain. Nekkhoshet (bronze/copper/brass) suggests

heat-retaining metal intensifying drought. Meanwhile,  veha'arets asher tachtekha

barzel (ֶׁל ֶׁיךָ ב�רַזְ the earth under you shall be iron) indicates ground ,והְָאָרֶׁץ אֲש�ֶׁר־ת�חְַת�

hardened  beyond  cultivation—iron-like  soil  that  cannot  be  plowed,  planted,  or

made productive.

This  reverses  creation's  design  where  heaven  provides  rain  and  earth  yields

produce  (Genesis  1:11-12;  2:5-6).  The  imagery  also  inverts  Deuteronomy  8:9's

blessing of  'a  land whose stones  are  iron,  and out  of  whose hills  you can dig

copper'—from valuable mineral resources to hostile environmental conditions. The

bronze/iron metaphor appears in judgment contexts elsewhere (Leviticus 26:19;

Isaiah  48:4;  Ezekiel  22:18),  symbolizing  stubborn  hardness.  Spiritually,  it

represents  the created order  itself  rebelling against  covenant  violators—nature

becomes  enemy rather  than  ally  when humanity  violates  covenant  relationship

with the Creator.
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Historical Context

Ancient Israel's agricultural economy depended entirely on seasonal rains (former

rains in autumn for planting, latter rains in spring for ripening crops). Drought

meant  total  economic  collapse—no  crops,  no  livestock  grazing,  no  water  for

humans.  Biblical  history  records  several  severe  droughts  as  divine  judgment:

Elijah's three-year drought under Ahab (1 Kings 17-18), famines during the judges

period  (Ruth  1:1),  and  prophesied  droughts  for  covenant  violation  (Jeremiah

14:1-6;  Haggai  1:10-11).  The  'iron  earth'  describes  baked,  cracked  soil

characteristic of severe drought in the ancient Near East. Archaeological evidence

and climate  studies  confirm periodic  severe  droughts  in  biblical  periods,  often

correlating with political instability and population decline.

Related Passages

Revelation 20:12 — Judgment according to deeds 

Matthew 25:31 — Final judgment 

Study Questions

How does the bronze heaven/iron earth imagery show creation itself

responding to covenant violation—what does this reveal about God's

governance of nature?

In what ways does this curse reverse the creation blessing, and what does

restoration require beyond just environmental change?

1. 

2. 
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Interlinear Text

� ו והְָי
H1961

ָ יך ש�ָמֶׁ
And thy heaven

H8064

ר אֲש�ֶׁ
H834

עַל
H5921

ָ רֹֽאש�ְך
that is over thy head

H7218

ש�ֶׁת נחְֹ
shall be brass

H5178

רֶׁץ והְָאָ
and the earth

H776

אֲש�ֶׁר
H834

ָ יך ֶׁ ת�חְַת�
H8478

ֶׁלֽ׃ ב�רַזְ
that is under thee shall be iron

H1270

Additional Cross-References

Leviticus 26:19 (Parallel theme): And I will break the pride of your power; and I

will make your heaven as iron, and your earth as brass:

1 Kings 17:1 (Parallel theme): And Elijah the Tishbite, who was of the inhabitants

of Gilead, said unto Ahab, As the LORD God of Israel liveth, before whom I stand,

there shall not be dew nor rain these years, but according to my word.

1 Kings 18:2 (Parallel theme):  And Elijah went to shew himself unto Ahab. And

there was a sore famine in Samaria.
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