
Deuteronomy 23:8
Authorized King James Version (KJV)

The children that are begotten of them shall enter into the

congregation of the LORD in their third generation. 

Analysis

The children that are begotten of them shall enter into the congregation of

the LORD in their third generation.

This verse specifies the mechanism for incorporating Edomites and Egyptians into

Israel's  covenant  community.  Unlike  Ammonites  and  Moabites  who  faced

permanent  exclusion  (v.  3),  Edomite  and  Egyptian  converts  could  be  fully

integrated  by  the  third  generation.  The  Hebrew  dor  shelishi (ש�ְׁלִׁיש�ִׁי ,דוֹּר   'third

generation')  meant  grandchildren  of  the  original  converts—a  waiting  period

ensuring genuine commitment and cultural assimilation before full participation in

Israel's religious assembly.

This three-generation probationary period served multiple purposes: 

it tested the sincerity and permanence of conversion

it allowed time for thorough instruction in Torah and covenant life

it prevented wholesale foreign influence from immediately affecting worship

and community decisions

it demonstrated that covenant belonging required more than individual

profession—it demanded generational faithfulness.

The  waiting  period  wasn't  arbitrary  exclusion  but  wise  discipleship,  ensuring

converts' descendants were fully formed in Israel's faith and practice.

Theologically, this law reveals God's willingness to receive Gentiles who genuinely
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turn  to  Him,  while  maintaining  the  integrity  of  the  covenant  community.  It

balances  exclusivity  (protecting  Israel's  distinctive  calling)  with  inclusivity

(welcoming  true  converts).  This  anticipates  the  New Testament  pattern  where

Gentile believers are grafted into Israel's olive tree (Romans 11:17-24), becoming

Abraham's spiritual children through faith. Yet the principle of patient discipleship

and tested commitment remains: genuine conversion produces transformed lives

that endure across generations, not mere superficial profession.

Historical Context

The three-generation integration period reflected ancient Near Eastern realities

regarding cultural assimilation and community trust. In the ancient world, identity

was  primarily  corporate  and  generational  rather  than  individualistic.  A  first-

generation immigrant retained strong ties to their homeland's customs, language,

and  loyalties.  Second-generation  children  straddled  two  worlds,  while  third-

generation grandchildren were fully integrated into their adopted culture.

This gradual incorporation protected Israel from the rapid cultural and religious

corruption that threatened covenant fidelity. Archaeological evidence shows that

Edom and Egypt maintained distinct religious systems incompatible with Yahweh

worship. Edomite religion centered on Qos (their national deity), while Egyptian

polytheism  included  animal  worship,  pharaonic  divinity,  and  elaborate  afterlife

beliefs.  Complete  renunciation  of  such  deeply  ingrained  worldviews  required

generational transformation, not just individual decision.

Historical  examples  demonstrate  this  law's  wisdom.  When  Solomon  married

Egyptian Pharaoh's daughter (1 Kings 3:1, 9:16), it led to syncretistic practices

despite  apparent  political  advantage.  Conversely,  when  individuals  genuinely

converted  and  integrated  over  time,  they  enriched  Israel's  community  without

corrupting  it.  The  law's  balanced  approach  recognized  both  the  possibility  of

genuine conversion and the danger of premature full integration before foreign

influences were truly renounced and covenant values deeply internalized across

generations.
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Related Passages

1 Corinthians 13:4 — Characteristics of love 

1 John 4:8 — God is love 

Study Questions

What does this three-generation waiting period teach about the importance of

patience and tested faithfulness in spiritual formation?

How should churches balance welcoming new converts with ensuring

thorough discipleship and doctrinal grounding?

In what ways does this law anticipate the inclusion of Gentiles in God's

covenant people through Christ?

Interlinear Text

ים ִׁ בנָּ
The children

H1121

אֲש�ֶר
H834

ּ ו ְׁד יִולָּֽ
that are begotten

H3205

ם להֶָ
H0

וֹר ּ ד
generation

H1755

י ש�ְׁלִׁיש�ִׁ
in their third

H7992

א יבָֹ
of them shall enter

H935

ם להֶָ
H0

ל בִּׁקְׁהַ
into the congregation

H6951

ְׁהוהָֽ׃ י
of the LORD

H3068
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