Deuteronomy 19:11

Authorized King James Version (KJV)

But if any man hate his neighbour, and lie in wait for him, and
rise up against him, and smite him mortally that he die, and

fleeth into one of these cities:

Analysis

But if any man hate his neighbour, and lie in wait for him, and rise up
against him, and smite him mortally (1n2n] I'7y D7) 17 20X 10V17 NIW IR D)
nn) v9), vechi-yihyeh ish soneh lere'ehu ve'arav lo vekam alav vehikkahu nefesh
vamet)—this describes premeditated murder, not accidental killing. Soneh (hate)
establishes malicious intent. Arav (lie in wait, ambush) shows planning. Nefesh
(soul, life) emphasizes he killed a living person.

And fleeth into one of these cities—the murderer's flight to a refuge city
doesn't grant immunity. Cities of refuge protect the innocent, not the guilty. Verses
12-13 command the elders to extradite the murderer: 'The elders of his city shall
send and fetch him thence, and deliver him into the hand of the avenger of blood,
that he may die.' This prevents cities of refuge from becoming criminal havens.
God's mercy toward the innocent doesn't compromise justice toward the guilty.
Both must operate together to reflect God's character.

Historical Context

This provision prevents abuse of the refuge city system. Without it, murderers
could escape justice by claiming accident. The elders' investigation (verse 12)
determined intent—was it hatred and premeditation, or genuinely accidental?
Ancient legal systems struggled to distinguish murder from manslaughter; Israel's
system required careful inquiry into motive and circumstance. The balance



between accessible mercy (refuge cities) and enforceable justice (extradition of
murderers) created a sophisticated legal framework uncommon in the ancient
world.

Related Passages

John 15:13 — Greatest form of love
1 John 4:8 — God is love
Study Questions
1. How does God's provision of both mercy and justice reflect His complete
character?

2. What safeguards prevent mercy from becoming license for evil, and justice
from becoming merciless vengeance?

Interlinear Text
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Additional Cross-References

Deuteronomy 27:24 (Parallel theme): Cursed be he that smiteth his neighbour
secretly. And all the people shall say, Amen.
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