Deuteronomy 12:9

Authorized King James Version (KJV)

For ye are not as yet come to the rest and to the inheritance,
which the LORD your God giveth you.

Analysis

The explanation for current flexibility: 'For ye are not as yet come to the rest and
to the inheritance, which the LORD your God giveth you.' The dual destination
—'rest' (menuchah, nnimn) and 'inheritance' (nachalah, n‘7ni)—describes both
cessation from wandering and permanent land possession. Until settled, full
covenant stipulations don't apply. But once Israel possesses the land and enjoys
rest from enemies, worship centralization must begin. Hebrews 3-4 applies 'rest'
typologically to salvation in Christ and eschatological rest. Israel's physical rest
foreshadows spiritual rest in Messiah.

Historical Context

The 'rest' would come after conquest when Joshua 'gave them rest round about'
(Joshua 21:44). However, complete rest awaited David's kingdom: '‘the LORD had
given him rest from all his enemies' (2 Samuel 7:1). Solomon's temple construction
fulfilled the central sanctuary requirement after achieving this rest (1 Chronicles
22:9-10). But even this rest was provisional—only Messiah brings ultimate rest

from sin, enemies, and spiritual wandering (Matthew 11:28-30; Hebrews 4:9-11).

Related Passages

Ephesians 2:8 — Salvation by grace through faith

Romans 10:9 — Confession and belief for salvation



1 John 4:8 — God is love
John 15:13 — Greatest form of love
Study Questions
1. How does physical rest in the promised land typify spiritual rest in Christ?
2. What 'rest' has God provided that should transform how we worship and live?

3. How does understanding worship as response to completed salvation (rest)
differ from worship as means to earn God's favor?

Interlinear Text

1D NY D NX2 TV DY 7% nnimn 7y
H3588  H3808  For ye are not as yet come 5704 H6258 H413 to the rest H413
H935 H4496
n 7020 N n 1n Y A7Y | M Y7

and to the inheritance H834 which the LORD your God giveth HO
H5159 H3068 H430 H5414

Additional Cross-References

1 Kings 8:56 (References Lord): Blessed be the LORD, that hath given rest unto
his people Israel, according to all that he promised: there hath not failed one word
of all his good promise, which he promised by the hand of Moses his servant.

Psalms 95:11 (Parallel theme): Unto whom I sware in my wrath that they should
not enter into my rest.

Deuteronomy 25:19 (References God): Therefore it shall be, when the LORD thy
God hath given thee rest from all thine enemies round about, in the land which the
LORD thy God giveth thee for an inheritance to possess it, that thou shalt blot out
the remembrance of Amalek from under heaven; thou shalt not forget it.

Micah 2:10 (Parallel theme): Arise ye, and depart; for this is not your rest:
because it is polluted, it shall destroy you, even with a sore destruction.
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