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Daniel's Prayer

1 In the first year of Darius the son of Ahasuerus, of the seed of the Medes, which

was made king over the realm of the Chaldeans;

2 In the first year of his reign I Daniel understood by books the number of the years,

whereof the word of the LORD came to Jeremiah the prophet, that he would

accomplish seventy years in the desolations of Jerusalem.

3 And I set my face unto the Lord God, to seek by prayer and supplications, with

fasting, and sackcloth, and ashes:

4 And I prayed unto the LORD my God, and made my confession, and said, O Lord,

the great and dreadful God, keeping the covenant and mercy to them that love

him, and to them that keep his commandments;

5 We have sinned, and have committed iniquity, and have done wickedly, and have

rebelled, even by departing from thy precepts and from thy judgments:

6 Neither have we hearkened unto thy servants the prophets, which spake in thy

name to our kings, our princes, and our fathers, and to all the people of the land.

7 O Lord, righteousness belongeth unto thee, but unto us confusion of faces, as at

this day; to the men of Judah, and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem, and unto all

Israel, that are near, and that are far off, through all the countries whither thou

hast driven them, because of their trespass that they have trespassed against

thee.

8 O Lord, to us belongeth confusion of face, to our kings, to our princes, and to our

fathers, because we have sinned against thee.
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9 To the Lord our God belong mercies and forgivenesses, though we have rebelled

against him;

10 Neither have we obeyed the voice of the LORD our God, to walk in his laws,

which he set before us by his servants the prophets.

11 Yea, all Israel have transgressed thy law, even by departing, that they might not

obey thy voice; therefore the curse is poured upon us, and the oath that is written

in the law of Moses the servant of God, because we have sinned against him.

12 And he hath confirmed his words, which he spake against us, and against our

judges that judged us, by bringing upon us a great evil: for under the whole

heaven hath not been done as hath been done upon Jerusalem.

13 As it is written in the law of Moses, all this evil is come upon us: yet made we not

our prayer before the LORD our God, that we might turn from our iniquities, and

understand thy truth.

14 Therefore hath the LORD watched upon the evil, and brought it upon us: for the

LORD our God is righteous in all his works which he doeth: for we obeyed not his

voice.

15 And now, O Lord our God, that hast brought thy people forth out of the land of

Egypt with a mighty hand, and hast gotten thee renown, as at this day; we have

sinned, we have done wickedly.

16 O Lord, according to all thy righteousness, I beseech thee, let thine anger and thy

fury be turned away from thy city Jerusalem, thy holy mountain: because for our

sins, and for the iniquities of our fathers, Jerusalem and thy people are become a

reproach to all that are about us.

17 Now therefore, O our God, hear the prayer of thy servant, and his supplications,

and cause thy face to shine upon thy sanctuary that is desolate, for the Lord's

sake.
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18 O my God, incline thine ear, and hear; open thine eyes, and behold our

desolations, and the city which is called by thy name: for we do not present our

supplications before thee for our righteousnesses, but for thy great mercies.

19 O Lord, hear; O Lord, forgive; O Lord, hearken and do; defer not, for thine own

sake, O my God: for thy city and thy people are called by thy name.

The Seventy Weeks

20 And whiles I was speaking, and praying, and confessing my sin and the sin of my

people Israel, and presenting my supplication before the LORD my God for the

holy mountain of my God;

21 Yea, whiles I was speaking in prayer, even the man Gabriel, whom I had seen in

the vision at the beginning, being caused to fly swiftly, touched me about the time

of the evening oblation.

22 And he informed me, and talked with me, and said, O Daniel, I am now come forth

to give thee skill and understanding.

23 At the beginning of thy supplications the commandment came forth, and I am

come to shew thee; for thou art greatly beloved: therefore understand the matter,

and consider the vision.

24 Seventy weeks are determined upon thy people and upon thy holy city, to finish

the transgression, and to make an end of sins, and to make reconciliation for

iniquity, and to bring in everlasting righteousness, and to seal up the vision and

prophecy, and to anoint the most Holy.

25 Know therefore and understand, that from the going forth of the commandment

to restore and to build Jerusalem unto the Messiah the Prince shall be seven

weeks, and threescore and two weeks: the street shall be built again, and the

wall, even in troublous times.
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26 And after threescore and two weeks shall Messiah be cut off, but not for himself:

and the people of the prince that shall come shall destroy the city and the

sanctuary; and the end thereof shall be with a flood, and unto the end of the war

desolations are determined.

27 And he shall confirm the covenant with many for one week: and in the midst of

the week he shall cause the sacrifice and the oblation to cease, and for the

overspreading of abominations he shall make it desolate, even until the

consummation, and that determined shall be poured upon the desolate.

HEBREW & GREEK WORD STUDIES

Confess — ידָָה (Yadah)

To confess, praise, give thanks

The Hebrew yadah (ידָָה) means to confess or give
thanks—acknowledging truth openly. 'He that
covereth his sins shall not prosper: but whoso
confesseth and forsaketh them shall have mercy'
(Proverbs 28:13).

Covenant — ב�ְּריִת (Berit)

Covenant, treaty

The Hebrew berit (ב�ְּריִת) denotes a covenant—a
binding agreement, often ratified by blood
sacrifice. God's covenants (Abrahamic, Mosaic,
Davidic) structure redemptive history,
culminating in the New Covenant.

God — אֱלֹהִים (Elohim)

God (plural of majesty)

The Hebrew Elohim (אֱלֹהִים) is a plural form
denoting majesty and fullness of deity. Though
grammatically plural, it takes singular verbs
when referring to the one true God, suggesting
the Trinity's plurality within unity.

Heaven — ש�ָמַיִם (Shamayim)

Heaven, sky

The Hebrew shamayim (ש�ָמַיִם) means heaven or
sky—God's dwelling place and the realm above
earth. 'The heaven, even the heavens, are the
LORD's' (Psalm 115:16), yet 'the heaven of
heavens cannot contain Him' (1 Kings 8:27).

Iniquity — עָוֹן (Avon)

Iniquity, guilt, punishment

The Hebrew avon (עָוֹן) encompasses iniquity,
guilt, and its punishment—the twisted nature of
sin. 'The LORD hath laid on him the iniquity of us
all' (Isaiah 53:6), Christ bearing our guilt and
penalty.

Judgment — ָט מִש�ְּפ� (Mishpat)

Judgment, justice

The Hebrew mishpat (ָט means judgment or (מִש�ְּפ�
justice—God's righteous decisions and
ordinances. God is the Judge of all the earth who
'shall do right' (Genesis 18:25), executing perfect
justice.
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Law — ָת�וֹרה (Torah)

Law, instruction

The Hebrew Torah (ָת�וֹרה) means law or
instruction—God's revealed will for His people.
The Law includes moral, civil, and ceremonial
commandments, revealing God's character and
humanity's need for a Savior.

Lord — ְָּהוהָ / אֲדֹני י (YHWH / Adonai)

The LORD / Lord

When 'LORD' appears in small capitals, it
represents the Tetragrammaton YHWH (ְָּהוה ,(י
God's personal covenant name meaning 'I AM.'
When 'Lord' appears normally, it's Adonai (ָאֲדֹני),
meaning 'my Lord,' emphasizing sovereignty.

Love — אַהֲבהָ / חֶסֶד (Ahavah / Chesed)

Love / Loyal-love

Hebrew uses ahavah (ָאַהֲבה) for love generally,
but the covenant term chesed (חֶסֶד) describes
God's steadfast, loyal love—faithful covenant
commitment beyond mere emotion.

Mercy — רחֲַמִים (Rachamim)

Compassion, mercy

The Hebrew rachamim (רחֲַמִים) derives from
'womb' (rechem), suggesting tender, maternal
compassion. God's mercies are 'new every
morning' (Lamentations 3:23), showing His
compassionate nature.

Messiah — ַמָש�ִיח (Mashiach)

Anointed one, Messiah

The Hebrew mashiach (ַמָש�ִיח) means anointed
one—one consecrated for divine service.
Prophets, priests, and kings were anointed, but
the title pointed ultimately to the coming
Deliverer whom Daniel calls 'Messiah the Prince'
(Daniel 9:25).

Prophet — נבָיִא (Navi)

Prophet, spokesman

The Hebrew navi (נבָיִא) means prophet—one who
speaks God's word to the people. Prophets
received divine revelation and declared God's
message, often calling Israel to repentance and
foretelling future events.

Righteous — ִיק� צדַ (Tzaddik)

Righteous one

The Hebrew tzaddik (ִיק� describes one who is (צדַ
righteous, just, or lawful—conforming to God's
standard. From the root tzedek (צדֶֶק), meaning
righteousness or justice.

Sacrifice — ַזבֶח (Zevach)

Sacrifice, offering

The Hebrew zevach (ַזבֶח) denotes a sacrifice or
offering—an animal slaughtered for worship. Old
Testament sacrifices foreshadowed Christ, 'the
Lamb of God' (John 1:29).

Sin — חַט�ָאת (Chatta'ah)

Sin, missing the mark

The Hebrew chatta'ah (חַט�ָאת) means sin—
missing the mark of God's standard. It
encompasses rebellion, transgression, and falling
short of divine holiness.

Transgression — שֶ�ַע פ� (Pesha)

Transgression, rebellion

The Hebrew pesha (שֶ�ַע means transgression or (פ�
rebellion—willful violation of God's law. It implies
deliberate revolt against divine authority: 'he was
wounded for our transgressions' (Isaiah 53:5).

Truth — אֱמֶת (Emet)

Truth, faithfulness

The Hebrew emet (אֱמֶת) means truth or
faithfulness—reliability and conformity to reality.
God is true (emet), utterly faithful to His word
and character.
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Word — ָָבר� ד (Davar)

Word, thing, matter

The Hebrew davar (ָָבר� means word, thing, or (ד
matter—God's creative and authoritative speech.
'By the word of the LORD were the heavens
made' (Psalm 33:6).
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