Daniel 7:12

Authorized King James Version (KJV)

As concerning the rest of the beasts, they had their dominion
taken away: yet their lives were prolonged for a season and

time.

Analysis

This verse provides crucial distinction: "As concerning the rest of the beasts, they
had their dominion taken away: yet their lives were prolonged for a season and
time." Unlike the fourth beast's destruction (v. 11), the first three beasts (Babylon,
Medo-Persia, Greece) lost political power but their cultural influence continued.
Babylonian, Persian, and Greek culture persisted even after political dominance
ended, their legacies absorbed into subsequent empires.

The phrase "prolonged for a season and time" indicates temporary extension
without eternal significance. These empires contributed to human history's
development—Babylon's law codes, Persian administration, Greek philosophy and
language—yet ultimately passed away. Their cultural influence prepared the world
for Christ (Galatians 4:4), demonstrating God's providential use of pagan

civilizations for redemptive purposes while ensuring none achieved eternal status.

The contrast with the fourth beast's fiery destruction emphasizes degrees of
judgment. While all human kingdoms are temporary and subject to divine
sovereignty, the final anti-Christian empire faces uniquely severe judgment due to
its direct, blasphemous opposition to Christ and His church. This teaches that
while all fall short of God's glory, self-conscious rebellion against revealed truth
incurs greater condemnation than ignorant paganism (Luke 12:47-48). Christ's
kingdom alone achieves eternal permanence (Daniel 2:44).



Historical Context

Historically, Babylonian cultural influence (law, astronomy, mathematics) continued
under Persian rule. Persian administrative systems persisted under Greek
dominion. Greek language and philosophy shaped Roman culture and provided the
linguistic vehicle for New Testament composition. Each empire left cultural legacy
even after political collapse, fulfilling the "prolonged for a season" prophecy.

This pattern demonstrates God's sovereign orchestration of human history toward
redemptive climax. Pagan empires, though unaware, prepared the world for
Christianity through establishing common languages, infrastructure, and cultural
frameworks that facilitated gospel spread.

Related Passages

Genesis 1:1 — Creation of heavens and earth

Psalm 19:1 — Heavens declare God's glory

Study Questions

1. How does the distinction between political dominion ending and cultural
influence continuing apply to understanding modern empires and their
legacies?

2. What does God's use of pagan civilizations to prepare for Christ teach about
divine providence working through unconscious instruments?

3. How does the contrast between temporary extension and eternal judgment
encourage proper perspective on earthly political systems?
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Rz N D' TYR I NMV7Y
As concerning the rest of the beasts taken away they had their dominion
H7606 H2423 H5709 H7985
' "D n' o a7 Ty mar Iyl
yet their lives were prolonged HO for a season and time
H2417 H3052 H5705 H2166 H5732

From KJV Study ° kjvstudy.org

n 2N

H754



	Daniel 7:12
	Analysis
	Historical Context
	Related Passages
	Study Questions
	Interlinear Text


