
Daniel 6:9
Authorized King James Version (KJV)

Wherefore king Darius signed the writing and the decree. 

Analysis

The  brevity  of  this  verse—"Wherefore  king  Darius  signed  the  writing  and  the

decree"—emphasizes  the  ease  with  which  the  conspiracy  succeeded.  No

deliberation, consultation, or investigation preceded Darius's signature. The king,

manipulated by false consensus and flattery, signed a decree whose consequences

he would bitterly regret. This demonstrates how pride, hasty decision-making, and

reliance on flawed counsel lead to self-defeating actions that harm the righteous

and torment perpetrators.

Darius's quick signature reveals his failure to perceive the trap. Had he questioned

the  thirty-day  petition  ban's  purpose,  consulted  Daniel,  or  considered  its

implications,  he  might  have  recognized  the  conspiracy.  Instead,  the  proposal's

appeal to his vanity (being sole object of petition for thirty days) and apparent

administrative  consensus  blinded  him  to  danger.  This  pattern  recurs:  rulers

flattered  into  decisions  they  regret  (Herod  executing  John  the  Baptist,  Pilate

crucifying Christ).

This  verse  marks  the  point  of  no  return—once  signed,  the  decree  becomes

irrevocable  (v.  8),  binding  the  king  to  consequences  he  didn't  foresee.  It

demonstrates  human  authority's  limitations:  even  absolute  monarchs  become

prisoners of their own words when influenced by evil counsel. This contrasts with

divine sovereignty—God's decrees flow from perfect wisdom and accomplish His

good purposes without unintended consequences (Isaiah 46:10).  Believers trust

that God works all things, including human foolishness, toward redemptive ends

(Romans 8:28).
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Historical Context

Ancient Near Eastern royal signature (seal/signet ring impression) legally ratified

decrees, making them binding and enforceable throughout the empire. The speed

of  Darius's  signing  suggests  the  conspirators  approached  him  when  he  was

receptive—perhaps  during  ceremonial  occasions  when  refusing  administrative

counsel would appear dismissive or when his attention was divided by multiple

demands.

Royal rashness leading to regretted decisions was common in ancient monarchies

where  absolute  power  combined  with  human  fallibility.  Kings  surrounded  by

flatterers and competitors often made hasty choices they later desperately wished

to  reverse.  The  irrevocability  principle,  designed  to  prevent  royal  caprice,

ironically trapped rulers in their own ill-considered decrees.

Related Passages

John 3:16 — God's love and salvation 

Ephesians 2:8 — Salvation by grace through faith 

James 2:17 — Faith and works 

Romans 1:17 — The righteous shall live by faith 

Study Questions

How does Darius's hasty signing without investigation warn against making

important decisions under pressure from flatterers or false consensus?

What does the king's entrapment in his own decree teach about human

authority's limitations compared to God's perfect sovereignty?

How should knowing that humans often make foolish decisions encourage

trust in God's ability to work all things toward His purposes?

1. 

2. 

3. 
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Interlinear Text

כלָּ
Wherefore

H3606

ל קֳבֵ
H6903

ה ָ ְּנ ד
H1836

מַלכְאָּ
king
H4430

ושֶׁ ָ ריְ ָּֽ ד
Darius
H1868

ם רשְַׁ
signed
H7560

א כתְּבָָ
the writing

H3792

ואֱֶסָראָֽ׃
and the decree

H633

Additional Cross-References

Psalms 118:9 (Parallel  theme):  It  is  better  to  trust  in  the  LORD than  to  put

confidence in princes.

Psalms 146:3 (Parallel theme):  Put not your trust in princes, nor in the son of

man, in whom there is no help.

From KJV Study • kjvstudy.org 

3


	Daniel 6:9
	Analysis
	Historical Context
	Related Passages
	Study Questions
	Interlinear Text
	Additional Cross-References


