
Colossians 4:2
Authorized King James Version (KJV)

Continue in prayer, and watch in the same with thanksgiving; 

Analysis

Continue  in  prayer,  and  watch  in  the  same  with  thanksgiving. Paul

transitions  to  closing  exhortations.  "Continue  in  prayer"  (tē  proseuchē

proskartereite,  τῇ  προσευχῇ  προσκαρτερεῖτε)  commands  persistent  prayer—not

sporadic  but  sustained,  devoted,  steadfast  intercession.  Present  imperative

indicates  ongoing  action.  "Watch  in  the  same"  (grēgorountes  en  autē,

γρηγοροῦντες  ἐν  αὐτῇ)  means  staying  alert,  vigilant,  spiritually  awake  during

prayer, not mechanical or drowsy.

"With  thanksgiving"  (en  eucharistia,  ἐν  εὐχαριστίᾳ)  makes  gratitude  prayer's

accompaniment. Thanksgiving prevents prayer from becoming mere petition list

and  maintains  proper  recognition  of  God's  goodness.  Vigilant,  thankful  prayer

characterizes  mature  Christian  life,  maintaining  spiritual  alertness  against

complacency and maintaining grateful dependence on God's provision rather than

entitled demanding.

Historical Context

Early  Christianity  was  praying  movement.  Believers  gathered  for  prayer  (Acts

2:42;  4:31);  leaders  prioritized  prayer  (Acts  6:4);  churches  interceded  for

missionaries (Acts 13:3). Prayer sustained persecuted believers, guided decisions,

and expressed dependence on God. Pagan religions featured ritualistic prayers and

sacrifices  aimed  at  manipulating  gods;  Christian  prayer  was  relational

communication  with  Father  through  Christ,  expressing  trust,  dependence,  and

gratitude.
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Related Passages

John 3:16 — God's love and salvation 

Romans 10:9 — Confession and belief for salvation 

1 John 4:8 — God is love 

1 Corinthians 13:4 — Characteristics of love 

Study Questions

How devoted and persistent is your prayer life—sporadic and crisis-driven or

sustained and consistent?

What keeps you spiritually alert during prayer versus mechanical, distracted,

or drowsy praying?

How prominent is thanksgiving in your prayers versus petition—what does

the balance reveal?

Interlinear Text

Τῇ
G3588

προσευχῇ
in prayer

G4335

προσκαρτερεῖτε
Continue

G4342

γρηγοροῦντες
and watch

G1127

ἐν
in

G1722

αὐτῇ
the same

G846

ἐν
in

G1722

εὐχαριστίᾳ
thanksgiving

G2169

Additional Cross-References

Philippians 4:6 (Prayer): Be careful for nothing; but in every thing by prayer and

supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto God.

Ephesians 6:18 (Prayer):  Praying always with all prayer and supplication in the

Spirit,  and  watching  thereunto  with  all  perseverance  and  supplication  for  all

saints;

1. 

2. 

3. 
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Romans  12:12 (Prayer):  Rejoicing  in  hope;  patient  in  tribulation;  continuing

instant in prayer;

Matthew 26:41 (Prayer):  Watch and pray, that ye enter not into temptation: the

spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.

Luke 18:1 (Prayer): And he spake a parable unto them to this end, that men ought

always to pray, and not to faint;

Luke  21:36 (Prayer):  Watch  ye  therefore,  and  pray  always,  that  ye  may  be

accounted worthy to escape all these things that shall come to pass, and to stand

before the Son of man.

Psalms 109:4 (Prayer):  For my love they are my adversaries: but I give myself

unto prayer.

Colossians 1:9 (Prayer): For this cause we also, since the day we heard it, do not

cease to pray for you, and to desire that ye might be filled with the knowledge of

his will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding;

Mark 13:33 (Prayer):  Take ye heed, watch and pray: for ye know not when the

time is.

1 Peter 4:7 (Prayer):  But the end of all things is at hand: be ye therefore sober,

and watch unto prayer.
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