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Introduction

Amos was a shepherd and fig farmer from the rural  village of  Tekoa in Judah who

delivered God's devastating message of judgment to the prosperous northern kingdom

of  Israel.  Speaking  during  the  zenith  of  Jeroboam  II's  reign,  when  Israel  enjoyed

unprecedented  military  success  and  economic  prosperity,  Amos  proclaimed  that

privilege increases accountability and that religious observance divorced from justice is

detestable  to  God.  His  prophetic  voice  from  the  margins  challenges  the

comfortable assumption that God's favor can be measured by material success,

revealing  instead  that  exploitation  of  the  poor,  corruption  of  justice,  and  worship

divorced from righteousness provoke divine judgment.

Though not a professional prophet or trained in prophetic schools, Amos received God's

irresistible call while tending sheep. This outsider status gave him both credibility and

critique—he could not be dismissed as part of the religious establishment nor accused

of prophesying for profit.  Amos confronted a society where wealth concentrated

among elites while the poor were crushed through unjust legal proceedings,

fraudulent  commerce,  and debt  slavery.  The  people  attended  festivals,  brought

sacrifices,  and sang worship  songs,  all  while  grinding the  faces  of  the  poor.  Amos

declared this hypocrisy intolerable to God.

The book opens with a rhetorical masterpiece—a series of judgments against Israel's

enemies (Damascus, Gaza, Tyre, Edom, Ammon, Moab) that would have earned Amos

enthusiastic approval from his Israelite audience. But the spiral tightens: judgment on

Judah, and finally the devastating indictment of Israel itself.  The very privilege of

being God's chosen people makes their sin more serious, not less: 'You only have

I  known  of  all  the  families  of  the  earth;  therefore  I  will  punish  you  for  all  your

iniquities'  (3:2).  Election  means  responsibility,  covenant  privilege  brings  covenant

obligation.

Yet Amos is not merely a prophet of doom. The book concludes with stunning promises

of restoration—David's fallen booth rebuilt, abundant harvests, permanent possession

of the land. This hope looks beyond the coming Assyrian conquest to God's ultimate

purposes.  James  quotes  this  restoration  passage  at  the  Jerusalem  Council  (Acts

15:16-17) to explain Gentile inclusion in the church, showing that the rebuilt Davidic

kingdom encompasses all nations.  Amos thus bridges the particular judgment of

eighth-century  Israel  and  the  universal  salvation  offered  in  Christ,  teaching

every  generation that  God demands justice,  mercy,  and humble  integrity,  not  mere

religious performance.
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Book Outline

Oracles Against Nations (1-2) — Damascus, Gaza, Tyre, Edom, Ammon, Moab,

Judah, Israel

Indictments of Israel (3-6) — Privilege brings judgment, woe to the complacent

Visions of Judgment (7:1-9:10) — Locusts, fire, plumb line, summer fruit, altar

destruction

Restoration Promise (9:11-15) — David's booth raised, abundance restored

• 

• 

• 
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Key Themes

Social Justice and Care for the Poor: Amos's primary indictment concerns 

economic oppression and perversion of justice. The wealthy 'sell the righteous

for silver, and the poor for a pair of shoes' (2:6), using the legal system to defraud

the vulnerable. Merchants manipulate weights and measures, landlords hoard grain

while people starve, and judges accept bribes. This systematic exploitation reveals

hearts hardened toward both God and neighbor. Amos declares that authentic

religion cannot be separated from economic justice and care for the marginalized.

Religious Hypocrisy: God's declaration 'I hate, I despise your feasts' (5:21) shocks

readers who assume ritual observance satisfies divine requirements. Israel's

worship was externally correct but internally corrupt—they brought sacrifices

while oppressing the poor, sang songs while silencing justice. Amos reveals that God

finds such religion not merely inadequate but repulsive. True worship produces

righteousness and justice that flow like an ever-flowing stream, not seasonal ritual

divorced from ethical transformation.

Privilege Increases Accountability: Amos 3:2 articulates a revolutionary

principle: 'You only have I known of all the families of the earth; therefore I

will punish you for all your iniquities.' Election to covenant relationship brings

heightened responsibility rather than immunity from judgment. Those who have

received greater revelation, experienced God's deliverance, and enjoyed covenant

promises will be held to stricter account. This confronts the dangerous assumption

that being 'God's people' guarantees blessing regardless of behavior.

The Day of the LORD as Judgment: Israelites anticipated the Day of the LORD as

vindication against enemies. Amos shocks them: 'Woe to you who desire the day

of the LORD! Why would you have it? It is darkness, and not light' (5:18). For

those living in covenant disobedience, God's day brings judgment, not salvation.

This reversal teaches that presuming on God's favor while living in sin leads to

catastrophe. The day they thought would bring triumph becomes their downfall.

God's Sovereignty Over All Nations: Amos opens with judgments on seven

nations, demonstrating that the LORD rules all peoples, not only Israel. He

judges Damascus for war crimes, Philistia and Tyre for slave trading, Edom for

violence, Ammon for atrocities against pregnant women, Moab for desecrating

bodies. This universal sovereignty means all nations answer to God's moral law. Yet

Israel receives the longest and severest indictment, showing that covenant privilege

brings intensified responsibility.

The Certainty of Divine Judgment: Through five visions—locusts, fire, plumb line,

summer fruit, and the altar destroyed—Amos emphasizes the inevitability of
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coming judgment. God shows patience (relenting from the first two judgments)

but ultimately declares 'the end has come upon my people Israel; I will never again

pass by them' (8:2). The graphic imagery of the altar collapsing and people unable

to escape communicates that judgment, though delayed by mercy, will surely come.

False Security: Israel's prosperity, military success, and religious activity created 

false confidence that God approved their society. Amos attacks this

complacency: those 'at ease in Zion' (6:1), lounging on ivory beds, eating choice

meats, singing idle songs, drinking wine from bowls—all while the nation

deteriorates morally. Material prosperity can mask spiritual decay. External success

does not indicate divine blessing when achieved through injustice.

Hope for a Restored Davidic Kingdom: The book's final vision (9:11-15) promises

that God will raise up David's fallen booth and restore His people. They will

rebuild ruined cities, plant vineyards, and never again be uprooted. This restoration

extends beyond Israel to include 'all the nations who are called by my name.' James

applies this at the Jerusalem Council (Acts 15:16-17) to show that the rebuilt

Davidic kingdom encompasses Gentiles. Judgment is not God's final word;

restoration awaits those who return to Him.

• 

• 
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Key Verses

You only have I known of all the families of the earth: therefore I will punish you

for all your iniquities.

— Amos 3:2 (This verse articulates the revolutionary principle that privilege increases

accountability. Israel expected covenant relationship to guarantee protection; Amos announces

it guarantees stricter judgment. The logic is theological: those who have received greater

revelation and experienced God's deliverance are held to higher standards. This confronts

religious presumption and demands that covenant privilege produce covenant faithfulness.)

I hate, I despise your feast days, and I will not smell in your solemn assemblies.

Though ye offer me burnt offerings and your meat offerings, I will not accept

them: neither will  I  regard the peace offerings of your fat beasts. Take thou

away from me the noise of thy songs; for I will not hear the melody of thy viols.

But let judgment run down as waters, and righteousness as a mighty stream.

— Amos 5:21-24 (God's shocking rejection of Israel's worship reveals that ritual observance

divorced from justice is abhorrent to Him. The problem is not the ceremonies themselves but

the hypocrisy of celebrating festivals while oppressing the poor. Amos demands that justice 'roll

down like waters'—constant, powerful, life-giving—not seasonal ritual detached from ethical

transformation. This verse challenges every generation to examine whether worship produces

righteousness.)

Woe unto you that desire the day of the LORD! to what end is it for you? the day

of the LORD is darkness, and not light. As if a man did flee from a lion, and a

bear met him; or went into the house, and leaned his hand on the wall, and a

serpent bit him. Shall not the day of the LORD be darkness, and not light? even

very dark, and no brightness in it?

— Amos 5:18-20 (Amos reverses popular expectations about the Day of the LORD, showing

it brings judgment on covenant-breaking Israel, not vindication. The vivid imagery—escaping a

lion only to meet a bear, finding a snake in one's own house—communicates that there is no

escape from God's judgment for those living in disobedience. This woe challenges the dangerous

assumption that being God's people guarantees blessing regardless of behavior.)

Then answered Amos, and said to Amaziah, I was no prophet, neither was I a

prophet's son; but I was an herdman, and a gatherer of sycomore fruit: And the

LORD took me as I followed the flock, and the LORD said unto me, Go, prophesy

unto my people Israel.

— Amos 7:14-15 (Amos's credentials come not from professional training but from divine

calling. When confronted by the establishment priest Amaziah, Amos disclaims membership in

prophetic guilds—he's a shepherd and fig farmer whom God called. This outsider status gives his

message both authority (he speaks for God, not for profit) and critique (he's not corrupted by the

religious establishment). It shows that God can call anyone to speak truth to power.)
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Behold, the days come, saith the Lord GOD, that I will send a famine in the land,

not a famine of bread, nor a thirst for water, but of hearing the words of the

LORD.

— Amos 8:11 (The worst judgment is not material deprivation but spiritual silence from

God. People will desperately seek a word from the LORD and find none. This reveals that God's

speaking is His greatest gift; His silence is most terrible punishment. When people persistently

reject God's word, He may grant them the silence they've chosen. This challenges us to treasure

God's revelation while we have it and respond to His voice when He speaks.)

In that day will I raise up the tabernacle of David that is fallen, and close up the

breaches thereof; and I will raise up his ruins, and I will build it as in the days

of old: That they may possess the remnant of Edom, and of all  the heathen,

which are called by my name, saith the LORD that doeth this.

— Amos 9:11-12 (James quotes this passage at the Jerusalem Council (Acts 15:16-17) to

explain Gentile inclusion in the church. The 'booth of David' represents God's kingdom; its

restoration includes 'all the nations called by my name.' What appears in Amos as promise of

Israel's political restoration becomes, in fuller revelation, prophecy of the multi-ethnic church

under Christ's rule. This demonstrates that God's restorative purposes exceed ethnic Israel to

encompass all peoples.)

Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that the plowman shall overtake the

reaper, and the treader of grapes him that soweth seed; and the mountains shall

drop sweet wine, and all the hills shall melt. And I will bring again the captivity

of my people of Israel, and they shall build the waste cities, and inhabit them;

and they shall plant vineyards, and drink the wine thereof; they shall also make

gardens, and eat the fruit of them. And I will plant them upon their land, and

they shall no more be pulled up out of their land which I have given them, saith

the LORD thy God.

— Amos 9:13-15 (Amos concludes with extravagant promises of restoration and abundance.

The harvest will be so abundant that planting and reaping overlap; mountains will flow with wine.

God will restore His people permanently—'never again to be uprooted.' This demonstrates that

judgment is not God's final word; His ultimate purpose is restoration. The vision of permanent

planting anticipates the New Jerusalem where God dwells with His people forever.)
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Historical Context

Amos prophesied during the prosperous reigns of Jeroboam II in Israel and Uzziah in

Judah  (around  760-750  BC).  The  northern  kingdom enjoyed  its  greatest  territorial

expansion and economic success since Solomon. Jeroboam II recovered Israel's borders

from Hamath to the Dead Sea (2 Kings 14:25), creating unprecedented prosperity. But

wealth  concentrated  among the  elite  while  the  poor  were  systematically  exploited.

Religious observances flourished at shrines like Bethel, but divorced from justice and

covenant faithfulness. The superficial prosperity masked moral decay that would lead

to Assyria's conquest of Samaria in 722 BC, just decades after Amos prophesied.

Literary Style

Amos is renowned for his vivid imagery drawn from rural life—lion's roaring, trapped

birds, overloaded carts, cow brands, sifted grain, basket of summer fruit. His rhetorical

skill  is  evident in the opening oracles,  which spiral  inward from foreign nations to

Israel, building dramatic tension. The repeated formula 'for three transgressions and

for four' creates rhythmic power and numerical completeness. The five visions (7:1-9:4)

use everyday objects—locusts, fire, plumb line, summer fruit, altar—to communicate

theological  truth.  The book moves from relentless judgment to a surprising note of

restoration hope, mirroring God's character as both just judge and merciful redeemer.
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Theological Significance

Amos makes profound contributions to biblical theology, particularly regarding social

justice, the nature of covenant relationship, and true worship. The book establishes

that God cares deeply about economic justice and treatment of the vulnerable.

Oppression of the poor is not merely social failure but covenant violation that provokes

divine  wrath.  This  prevents  privatizing  religion  or  limiting  it  to  personal  piety—

authentic faith produces societal transformation and care for the marginalized.

Amos's  teaching  that  privilege  increases  accountability revolutionizes  covenant

theology. Instead of viewing election as guarantee of blessing regardless of behavior,

Amos shows that covenant relationship brings heightened responsibility. 'You only have

I  known;  therefore  I  will  punish  you'  (3:2)  means  that  greater  revelation  demands

greater obedience. This principle applies to the church—those who have received more

of God's truth will be held to stricter account.

The  book's  critique  of  religious  hypocrisy remains  powerfully  relevant.  God's

declaration  'I  hate,  I  despise  your  feasts'  (5:21)  exposes  worship  divorced  from

righteousness as abhorrent to Him. Amos demands that justice 'roll down like waters'—

constant,  powerful,  transformative.  This  challenges  every  form  of  religion  that

substitutes ritual for relationship, ceremony for justice, and external observance for

heart transformation.

Amos contributes to understanding  the Day of the LORD as a day of judgment for

covenant-breakers,  not  merely  vindication  against  enemies.  This  prophetic  reversal

prevents presumption and calls God's people to examine whether they're prepared for

His  coming.  The  dual  nature  of  this  day—darkness  for  some,  light  for  others—

anticipates Jesus' teaching that His return brings judgment and salvation.

Finally, the  restoration promises (9:11-15) demonstrate that God's judgment serves

redemptive purposes. The rebuilt booth of David, applied by James to the multi-ethnic

church  (Acts  15:16-17),  shows  that  God's  ultimate  plan  encompasses  all  nations.

Judgment clears the way for restoration; discipline prepares for blessing. God's final

word is always grace to those who turn to Him.
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Christ in Amos

Amos foreshadows Christ and illuminates His work in multiple ways.  James quotes

Amos 9:11-12 at the Jerusalem Council (Acts 15:16-17) to explain Gentile inclusion

in  the  church.  The  'booth  of  David'  that  God  rebuilds  represents  the  kingdom

established through Christ, the Son of David. What appears as political restoration in

Amos's context becomes, in fuller revelation, the multi-ethnic church where Jew and

Gentile worship together under Christ's rule.

Jesus' confrontation of religious leaders who neglected justice and mercy echoes

Amos's themes. Jesus denounced those who tithed herbs while neglecting the weightier

matters  of  law—justice,  mercy,  and faithfulness  (Matthew 23:23).  Like  Amos,  Jesus

exposed worship divorced from righteousness and demanded internal transformation,

not mere external observance.

The call  for  justice to roll  down like waters (5:24)  anticipates  Christ's  kingdom

where  righteousness  reigns.  Jesus  proclaimed  good  news  to  the  poor,  release  to

captives,  and  justice  for  the  oppressed—fulfilling  the  social  transformation  Amos

demanded. Christ's kingdom establishes the justice that merely human efforts cannot

achieve.

The famine for hearing God's word (8:11) finds reversal in Christ, who is the Word

made flesh. Where Israel experienced God's silence due to persistent rejection, Christ

brings God's final and fullest revelation. Those who have Christ have access to God's

speaking; to reject Christ is to choose the silence Amos prophesied.

The vision of abundant harvest (9:13-15) points to the eschatological blessing secured

through Christ's  work.  The new heavens and new earth,  where God's  people dwell

permanently  in  His  presence,  fulfills  Amos's  vision  of  restoration  and  abundance.

Christ's redemptive work makes possible the paradise regained that Amos glimpsed

prophetically.
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Relationship to the New Testament

The New Testament's engagement with Amos demonstrates the book's importance for

understanding the church's mission and authentic worship.  Acts 15:16-17 contains

James's quotation of Amos 9:11-12 at the Jerusalem Council. When debating whether

Gentiles must become Jewish proselytes to join the church, James argues that Amos

prophesied this very inclusion. The rebuilt 'booth of David' encompasses 'all the nations

called by my name,' showing that the Davidic kingdom restoration includes Gentiles.

This fundamentally shaped the church's missionary understanding.

Romans 9:25-26 alludes to Hosea but in a context that echoes Amos's themes—God

calling a people who were 'not my people' to become His people. The principle that God

judges privilege and extends mercy to unexpected recipients runs through both Amos

and Paul's theology of election and grace.

Jesus'  temple cleansing (Matthew 21:12-13;  Mark  11:15-17;  Luke 19:45-46;  John

2:13-17) enacts Amos's critique of corrupt worship. By driving out money changers and

merchants, Jesus demonstrates that economic exploitation cannot coexist with genuine

worship—precisely Amos's message. Jesus' quotation of Isaiah 56:7 ('my house shall be

called a house of prayer for all nations') and Jeremiah 7:11 ('you have made it a den of

robbers') echoes Amos's demand for justice.

James 5:1-6 mirrors Amos's denunciation of the wealthy who oppress workers. James

warns the rich of  coming judgment,  accusing them of  withholding wages,  living in

luxury while others starve, and condemning the righteous—all charges Amos leveled

against Israel's elite. This shows that Amos's social ethics remain normative for the

church.

Matthew 23:23 records Jesus' indictment of Pharisees who tithe mint, dill, and cumin

while  neglecting  justice,  mercy,  and  faithfulness.  This  precisely  parallels  Amos's

critique of religious observance divorced from righteousness. Both prophets demand

that external religion produce internal transformation and societal justice.

The  theme  of  worshiping in  spirit  and truth (John  4:24)  fulfills  Amos's  call  for

authentic worship. Jesus declares that true worshipers worship the Father in spirit and

truth, not merely at particular locations or through specific rituals. This aligns with

Amos's  teaching  that  God  desires  righteousness  flowing  like  a  stream,  not  mere

ceremonial correctness.

11



Practical Application

Amos's message remains powerfully relevant for contemporary believers, challenging

both  personal  piety  and  corporate  church  practice.  First,  the  book  exposes  the

danger of  prosperity  gospel  theology that  equates  material  success  with  divine

blessing. Israel's wealth and military dominance masked moral decay and imminent

judgment. Modern believers must avoid assuming that financial prosperity indicates

God's  approval,  especially  when achieved  through exploitation  or  maintained  while

neglecting the poor.

Amos confronts the assumption that religious activity can substitute for justice

and integrity. Going through spiritual motions—attending services, singing worship

songs,  giving  offerings—while  living  unjustly  or  oppressing  others  is  the  hypocrisy

Amos  denounces.  God's  declaration  'I  hate,  I  despise  your  feasts'  challenges  us  to

examine whether our worship produces transformation or merely provides religious

cover for unchanged hearts.

The  book  calls  God's  people  to  examine  how  economic  systems  affect  the

vulnerable. Amos indicts fraud in commerce, corruption in legal systems, exploitation

through debt, and indifference to poverty. Modern applications include honest business

practices, advocacy for just legal systems, opposition to exploitation, and generosity

toward the poor. Faith that doesn't produce economic justice fails Amos's test.

The principle that privilege brings responsibility challenges comfortable Western

Christianity. Those who have received abundant biblical knowledge, spiritual resources,

and material blessing will be held to higher standards. Covenant relationship with God

through  Christ  doesn't  guarantee  immunity  from  judgment  but  increases

accountability.  This  calls  for  humble  gratitude  and  faithful  stewardship,  not

presumption.

Amos warns against  false security based on external markers.  Israel  trusted in

their covenant status, religious observance, and material prosperity. Modern believers

can similarly trust in doctrinal correctness, church attendance, or cultural Christianity

while neglecting genuine relationship with God. Amos calls for self-examination: does

our religion produce the fruit of righteousness and justice?

The book's  teaching on  God's silence as judgment challenges us to treasure His

word while we have it. In an age of unprecedented access to Scripture and teaching,

we must respond to God's voice rather than take it for granted. Persistently ignoring

God's  word  can  lead  to  the  famine  Amos  prophesied—desperate  seeking  without

finding.
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Finally, the restoration promises offer hope that God's purposes ultimately triumph.

Despite  severe  judgment,  Amos  concludes  with  abundant  blessing  and  permanent

restoration. This encourages believers that present discipline serves future blessing,

that God's judgment is redemptive, and that He will ultimately establish His kingdom

where justice and righteousness prevail.  The call  remains: let justice roll  down like

waters.
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Chapter 1

Judgment on Israel's Neighbors

1 The words of Amos, who was among the herdmen of Tekoa, which he saw concerning

Israel in the days of Uzziah king of Judah, and in the days of Jeroboam the son of Joash

king of Israel, two years before the earthquake.

2 And he said, The LORD will roar from Zion, and utter his voice from Jerusalem; and

the habitations of the shepherds shall mourn, and the top of Carmel shall wither.

3 Thus saith the LORD; For three transgressions of Damascus, and for four, I will not

turn away the punishment thereof; because they have threshed Gilead with threshing

instruments of iron:

4 But I will send a fire into the house of Hazael, which shall devour the palaces of Ben-

hadad.

5 I will break also the bar of Damascus, and cut off the inhabitant from the plain of

Aven, and him that holdeth the sceptre from the house of Eden: and the people of Syria

shall go into captivity unto Kir, saith the LORD.

6 Thus saith the LORD; For three transgressions of Gaza, and for four, I will not turn

away the punishment thereof; because they carried away captive the whole captivity, to

deliver them up to Edom:

7 But I will send a fire on the wall of Gaza, which shall devour the palaces thereof:

8 And I will cut off the inhabitant from Ashdod, and him that holdeth the sceptre from

Ashkelon, and I will turn mine hand against Ekron: and the remnant of the Philistines

shall perish, saith the Lord GOD.

9 Thus saith the LORD; For three transgressions of Tyrus, and for four, I will not turn

away the punishment thereof; because they delivered up the whole captivity to Edom,

and remembered not the brotherly covenant:

10 But I will send a fire on the wall of Tyrus, which shall devour the palaces thereof.

11 Thus saith the LORD; For three transgressions of Edom, and for four, I will not turn

away the punishment thereof; because he did pursue his brother with the sword, and

did cast off all pity, and his anger did tear perpetually, and he kept his wrath for ever:

12 But I will send a fire upon Teman, which shall devour the palaces of Bozrah.
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13 Thus saith the LORD; For three transgressions of the children of Ammon, and for

four, I will not turn away the punishment thereof; because they have ripped up the

women with child of Gilead, that they might enlarge their border:

14 But I will kindle a fire in the wall of Rabbah, and it shall devour the palaces thereof,

with shouting in the day of battle, with a tempest in the day of the whirlwind:

15 And their king shall go into captivity, he and his princes together, saith the LORD.
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Chapter 2

Judgment on Judah and Israel

1 Thus saith the LORD; For three transgressions of Moab, and for four, I will not turn

away the punishment thereof; because he burned the bones of the king of Edom into

lime:

2 But I will send a fire upon Moab, and it shall devour the palaces of Kerioth: and Moab

shall die with tumult, with shouting, and with the sound of the trumpet:

3 And I will cut off the judge from the midst thereof, and will slay all the princes thereof

with him, saith the LORD.

4 Thus saith the LORD; For three transgressions of Judah, and for four, I will not turn

away the punishment thereof; because they have despised the law of the LORD, and

have not kept his commandments, and their lies caused them to err, after the which

their fathers have walked:

5 But I will send a fire upon Judah, and it shall devour the palaces of Jerusalem.

Israel's Guilt and Punishment

6 Thus saith the LORD; For three transgressions of Israel, and for four, I will not turn

away the punishment thereof; because they sold the righteous for silver, and the poor

for a pair of shoes;

7 That pant after the dust of the earth on the head of the poor, and turn aside the way

of the meek: and a man and his father will go in unto the same maid, to profane my

holy name:

8 And they lay themselves down upon clothes laid to pledge by every altar, and they

drink the wine of the condemned in the house of their god.

9 Yet destroyed I the Amorite before them, whose height was like the height of the

cedars, and he was strong as the oaks; yet I destroyed his fruit from above, and his

roots from beneath.

10 Also I brought you up from the land of Egypt, and led you forty years through the

wilderness, to possess the land of the Amorite.

11 And I raised up of your sons for prophets, and of your young men for Nazarites. Is it

not even thus, O ye children of Israel? saith the LORD.
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12 But ye gave the Nazarites wine to drink; and commanded the prophets, saying,

Prophesy not.

13 Behold, I am pressed under you, as a cart is pressed that is full of sheaves.

14 Therefore the flight shall perish from the swift, and the strong shall not strengthen

his force, neither shall the mighty deliver himself:

15 Neither shall he stand that handleth the bow; and he that is swift of foot shall not

deliver himself: neither shall he that rideth the horse deliver himself.

16 And he that is courageous among the mighty shall flee away naked in that day, saith

the LORD.
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Chapter 3

Witnesses Against Israel

1 Hear this word that the LORD hath spoken against you, O children of Israel, against

the whole family which I brought up from the land of Egypt, saying,

2 You only have I known of all the families of the earth: therefore I will punish you for

all your iniquities.

3 Can two walk together, except they be agreed?

4 Will a lion roar in the forest, when he hath no prey? will a young lion cry out of his

den, if he have taken nothing?

5 Can a bird fall in a snare upon the earth, where no gin is for him? shall one take up a

snare from the earth, and have taken nothing at all?

6 Shall a trumpet be blown in the city, and the people not be afraid? shall there be evil

in a city, and the LORD hath not done it?

7 Surely the Lord GOD will do nothing, but he revealeth his secret unto his servants the

prophets.

8 The lion hath roared, who will not fear? the Lord GOD hath spoken, who can but

prophesy?

9 Publish in the palaces at Ashdod, and in the palaces in the land of Egypt, and say,

Assemble yourselves upon the mountains of Samaria, and behold the great tumults in

the midst thereof, and the oppressed in the midst thereof.

10 For they know not to do right, saith the LORD, who store up violence and robbery in

their palaces.

11 Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD; An adversary there shall be even round about

the land; and he shall bring down thy strength from thee, and thy palaces shall be

spoiled.

12 Thus saith the LORD; As the shepherd taketh out of the mouth of the lion two legs,

or a piece of an ear; so shall the children of Israel be taken out that dwell in Samaria in

the corner of a bed, and in Damascus in a couch.

13 Hear ye, and testify in the house of Jacob, saith the Lord GOD, the God of hosts,

14 That in the day that I shall visit the transgressions of Israel upon him I will also visit

the altars of Beth-el: and the horns of the altar shall be cut off, and fall to the ground.
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15 And I will smite the winter house with the summer house; and the houses of ivory

shall perish, and the great houses shall have an end, saith the LORD.
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Chapter 4

Israel's Failure to Return to God

1 Hear this word, ye kine of Bashan, that are in the mountain of Samaria, which

oppress the poor, which crush the needy, which say to their masters, Bring, and let us

drink.

2 The Lord GOD hath sworn by his holiness, that, lo, the days shall come upon you, that

he will take you away with hooks, and your posterity with fishhooks.

3 And ye shall go out at the breaches, every cow at that which is before her; and ye

shall cast them into the palace, saith the LORD.

4 Come to Beth-el, and transgress; at Gilgal multiply transgression; and bring your

sacrifices every morning, and your tithes after three years:

5 And offer a sacrifice of thanksgiving with leaven, and proclaim and publish the free

offerings: for this liketh you, O ye children of Israel, saith the Lord GOD.

6 And I also have given you cleanness of teeth in all your cities, and want of bread in all

your places: yet have ye not returned unto me, saith the LORD.

7 And also I have withholden the rain from you, when there were yet three months to

the harvest: and I caused it to rain upon one city, and caused it not to rain upon

another city: one piece was rained upon, and the piece whereupon it rained not

withered.

8 So two or three cities wandered unto one city, to drink water; but they were not

satisfied: yet have ye not returned unto me, saith the LORD.

9 I have smitten you with blasting and mildew: when your gardens and your vineyards

and your fig trees and your olive trees increased, the palmerworm devoured them: yet

have ye not returned unto me, saith the LORD.

10 I have sent among you the pestilence after the manner of Egypt: your young men

have I slain with the sword, and have taken away your horses; and I have made the

stink of your camps to come up unto your nostrils: yet have ye not returned unto me,

saith the LORD.

11 I have overthrown some of you, as God overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah, and ye

were as a firebrand plucked out of the burning: yet have ye not returned unto me, saith

the LORD.
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12 Therefore thus will I do unto thee, O Israel: and because I will do this unto thee,

prepare to meet thy God, O Israel.

13 For, lo, he that formeth the mountains, and createth the wind, and declareth unto

man what is his thought, that maketh the morning darkness, and treadeth upon the

high places of the earth, The LORD, The God of hosts, is his name.
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Chapter 5

A Lament for Israel

1 Hear ye this word which I take up against you, even a lamentation, O house of Israel.

2 The virgin of Israel is fallen; she shall no more rise: she is forsaken upon her land;

there is none to raise her up.

3 For thus saith the Lord GOD; The city that went out by a thousand shall leave an

hundred, and that which went forth by an hundred shall leave ten, to the house of

Israel.

4 For thus saith the LORD unto the house of Israel, Seek ye me, and ye shall live:

5 But seek not Beth-el, nor enter into Gilgal, and pass not to Beer-sheba: for Gilgal

shall surely go into captivity, and Beth-el shall come to nought.

6 Seek the LORD, and ye shall live; lest he break out like fire in the house of Joseph,

and devour it, and there be none to quench it in Beth-el.

7 Ye who turn judgment to wormwood, and leave off righteousness in the earth,

8 Seek him that maketh the seven stars and Orion, and turneth the shadow of death

into the morning, and maketh the day dark with night: that calleth for the waters of the

sea, and poureth them out upon the face of the earth: The LORD is his name:

9 That strengtheneth the spoiled against the strong, so that the spoiled shall come

against the fortress.

10 They hate him that rebuketh in the gate, and they abhor him that speaketh

uprightly.

11 Forasmuch therefore as your treading is upon the poor, and ye take from him

burdens of wheat: ye have built houses of hewn stone, but ye shall not dwell in them;

ye have planted pleasant vineyards, but ye shall not drink wine of them.

12 For I know your manifold transgressions and your mighty sins: they afflict the just,

they take a bribe, and they turn aside the poor in the gate from their right.

13 Therefore the prudent shall keep silence in that time; for it is an evil time.

14 Seek good, and not evil, that ye may live: and so the LORD, the God of hosts, shall

be with you, as ye have spoken.

15 Hate the evil, and love the good, and establish judgment in the gate: it may be that

the LORD God of hosts will be gracious unto the remnant of Joseph.
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16 Therefore the LORD, the God of hosts, the Lord, saith thus; Wailing shall be in all

streets; and they shall say in all the highways, Alas! alas! and they shall call the

husbandman to mourning, and such as are skilful of lamentation to wailing.

17 And in all vineyards shall be wailing: for I will pass through thee, saith the LORD.

The Day of the Lord

18 Woe unto you that desire the day of the LORD! to what end is it for you? the day of

the LORD is darkness, and not light.

19 As if a man did flee from a lion, and a bear met him; or went into the house, and

leaned his hand on the wall, and a serpent bit him.

20 Shall not the day of the LORD be darkness, and not light? even very dark, and no

brightness in it?

21 I hate, I despise your feast days, and I will not smell in your solemn assemblies.

22 Though ye offer me burnt offerings and your meat offerings, I will not accept them:

neither will I regard the peace offerings of your fat beasts.

23 Take thou away from me the noise of thy songs; for I will not hear the melody of thy

viols.

24 But let judgment run down as waters, and righteousness as a mighty stream.

25 Have ye offered unto me sacrifices and offerings in the wilderness forty years, O

house of Israel?

26 But ye have borne the tabernacle of your Moloch and Chiun your images, the star of

your god, which ye made to yourselves.

27 Therefore will I cause you to go into captivity beyond Damascus, saith the LORD,

whose name is The God of hosts.
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Chapter 6

Woe to the Complacent

1 Woe to them that are at ease in Zion, and trust in the mountain of Samaria, which are

named chief of the nations, to whom the house of Israel came!

2 Pass ye unto Calneh, and see; and from thence go ye to Hamath the great: then go

down to Gath of the Philistines: be they better than these kingdoms? or their border

greater than your border?

3 Ye that put far away the evil day, and cause the seat of violence to come near;

4 That lie upon beds of ivory, and stretch themselves upon their couches, and eat the

lambs out of the flock, and the calves out of the midst of the stall;

5 That chant to the sound of the viol, and invent to themselves instruments of musick,

like David;

6 That drink wine in bowls, and anoint themselves with the chief ointments: but they

are not grieved for the affliction of Joseph.

7 Therefore now shall they go captive with the first that go captive, and the banquet of

them that stretched themselves shall be removed.

8 The Lord GOD hath sworn by himself, saith the LORD the God of hosts, I abhor the

excellency of Jacob, and hate his palaces: therefore will I deliver up the city with all

that is therein.

9 And it shall come to pass, if there remain ten men in one house, that they shall die.

10 And a man's uncle shall take him up, and he that burneth him, to bring out the

bones out of the house, and shall say unto him that is by the sides of the house, Is there

yet any with thee? and he shall say, No. Then shall he say, Hold thy tongue: for we may

not make mention of the name of the LORD.

11 For, behold, the LORD commandeth, and he will smite the great house with

breaches, and the little house with clefts.

12 Shall horses run upon the rock? will one plow there with oxen? for ye have turned

judgment into gall, and the fruit of righteousness into hemlock:

13 Ye which rejoice in a thing of nought, which say, Have we not taken to us horns by

our own strength?
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14 But, behold, I will raise up against you a nation, O house of Israel, saith the LORD

the God of hosts; and they shall afflict you from the entering in of Hemath unto the

river of the wilderness.
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Chapter 7

Visions of Judgment

1 Thus hath the Lord GOD shewed unto me; and, behold, he formed grasshoppers in

the beginning of the shooting up of the latter growth; and, lo, it was the latter growth

after the king's mowings.

2 And it came to pass, that when they had made an end of eating the grass of the land,

then I said, O Lord GOD, forgive, I beseech thee: by whom shall Jacob arise? for he is

small.

3 The LORD repented for this: It shall not be, saith the LORD.

4 Thus hath the Lord GOD shewed unto me: and, behold, the Lord GOD called to

contend by fire, and it devoured the great deep, and did eat up a part.

5 Then said I, O Lord GOD, cease, I beseech thee: by whom shall Jacob arise? for he is

small.

6 The LORD repented for this: This also shall not be, saith the Lord GOD.

7 Thus he shewed me: and, behold, the Lord stood upon a wall made by a plumbline,

with a plumbline in his hand.

8 And the LORD said unto me, Amos, what seest thou? And I said, A plumbline. Then

said the Lord, Behold, I will set a plumbline in the midst of my people Israel: I will not

again pass by them any more:

9 And the high places of Isaac shall be desolate, and the sanctuaries of Israel shall be

laid waste; and I will rise against the house of Jeroboam with the sword.

Amos and Amaziah

10 Then Amaziah the priest of Beth-el sent to Jeroboam king of Israel, saying, Amos

hath conspired against thee in the midst of the house of Israel: the land is not able to

bear all his words.

11 For thus Amos saith, Jeroboam shall die by the sword, and Israel shall surely be led

away captive out of their own land.

12 Also Amaziah said unto Amos, O thou seer, go, flee thee away into the land of Judah,

and there eat bread, and prophesy there:

13 But prophesy not again any more at Beth-el: for it is the king's chapel, and it is the

king's court.
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14 Then answered Amos, and said to Amaziah, I was no prophet, neither was I a

prophet's son; but I was an herdman, and a gatherer of sycomore fruit:

15 And the LORD took me as I followed the flock, and the LORD said unto me, Go,

prophesy unto my people Israel.

16 Now therefore hear thou the word of the LORD: Thou sayest, Prophesy not against

Israel, and drop not thy word against the house of Isaac.

17 Therefore thus saith the LORD; Thy wife shall be an harlot in the city, and thy sons

and thy daughters shall fall by the sword, and thy land shall be divided by line; and

thou shalt die in a polluted land: and Israel shall surely go into captivity forth of his

land.
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Chapter 8

The Vision of Ripe Fruit

1 Thus hath the Lord GOD shewed unto me: and behold a basket of summer fruit.

2 And he said, Amos, what seest thou? And I said, A basket of summer fruit. Then said

the LORD unto me, The end is come upon my people of Israel; I will not again pass by

them any more.

3 And the songs of the temple shall be howlings in that day, saith the Lord GOD: there

shall be many dead bodies in every place; they shall cast them forth with silence.

The Coming Famine

4 Hear this, O ye that swallow up the needy, even to make the poor of the land to fail,

5 Saying, When will the new moon be gone, that we may sell corn? and the sabbath,

that we may set forth wheat, making the ephah small, and the shekel great, and

falsifying the balances by deceit?

6 That we may buy the poor for silver, and the needy for a pair of shoes; yea, and sell

the refuse of the wheat?

7 The LORD hath sworn by the excellency of Jacob, Surely I will never forget any of

their works.

8 Shall not the land tremble for this, and every one mourn that dwelleth therein? and it

shall rise up wholly as a flood; and it shall be cast out and drowned, as by the flood of

Egypt.

9 And it shall come to pass in that day, saith the Lord GOD, that I will cause the sun to

go down at noon, and I will darken the earth in the clear day:

10 And I will turn your feasts into mourning, and all your songs into lamentation; and I

will bring up sackcloth upon all loins, and baldness upon every head; and I will make it

as the mourning of an only son, and the end thereof as a bitter day.

11 Behold, the days come, saith the Lord GOD, that I will send a famine in the land, not

a famine of bread, nor a thirst for water, but of hearing the words of the LORD:

12 And they shall wander from sea to sea, and from the north even to the east, they

shall run to and fro to seek the word of the LORD, and shall not find it.

13 In that day shall the fair virgins and young men faint for thirst.
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14 They that swear by the sin of Samaria, and say, Thy god, O Dan, liveth; and, The

manner of Beer-sheba liveth; even they shall fall, and never rise up again.
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Chapter 9

Israel to Be Destroyed

1 I saw the Lord standing upon the altar: and he said, Smite the lintel of the door, that

the posts may shake: and cut them in the head, all of them; and I will slay the last of

them with the sword: he that fleeth of them shall not flee away, and he that escapeth of

them shall not be delivered.

2 Though they dig into hell, thence shall mine hand take them; though they climb up to

heaven, thence will I bring them down:

3 And though they hide themselves in the top of Carmel, I will search and take them

out thence; and though they be hid from my sight in the bottom of the sea, thence will I

command the serpent, and he shall bite them:

4 And though they go into captivity before their enemies, thence will I command the

sword, and it shall slay them: and I will set mine eyes upon them for evil, and not for

good.

5 And the Lord GOD of hosts is he that toucheth the land, and it shall melt, and all that

dwell therein shall mourn: and it shall rise up wholly like a flood; and shall be drowned,

as by the flood of Egypt.

6 It is he that buildeth his stories in the heaven, and hath founded his troop in the

earth; he that calleth for the waters of the sea, and poureth them out upon the face of

the earth: The LORD is his name.

7 Are ye not as children of the Ethiopians unto me, O children of Israel? saith the

LORD. Have not I brought up Israel out of the land of Egypt? and the Philistines from

Caphtor, and the Syrians from Kir?

8 Behold, the eyes of the Lord GOD are upon the sinful kingdom, and I will destroy it

from off the face of the earth; saving that I will not utterly destroy the house of Jacob,

saith the LORD.

9 For, lo, I will command, and I will sift the house of Israel among all nations, like as

corn is sifted in a sieve, yet shall not the least grain fall upon the earth.

10 All the sinners of my people shall die by the sword, which say, The evil shall not

overtake nor prevent us.
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Israel's Restoration

11 In that day will I raise up the tabernacle of David that is fallen, and close up the

breaches thereof; and I will raise up his ruins, and I will build it as in the days of old:

12 That they may possess the remnant of Edom, and of all the heathen, which are

called by my name, saith the LORD that doeth this.

13 Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that the plowman shall overtake the reaper,

and the treader of grapes him that soweth seed; and the mountains shall drop sweet

wine, and all the hills shall melt.

14 And I will bring again the captivity of my people of Israel, and they shall build the

waste cities, and inhabit them; and they shall plant vineyards, and drink the wine

thereof; they shall also make gardens, and eat the fruit of them.

15 And I will plant them upon their land, and they shall no more be pulled up out of

their land which I have given them, saith the LORD thy God.
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