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Saul Persecutes the Church

1 And Saul  was  consenting unto  his  death.  And at  that  time there  was  a  great

persecution against the church which was at Jerusalem; and they were all scattered

abroad throughout the regions of Judaea and Samaria, except the apostles.

2 And devout men carried Stephen to his burial, and made great lamentation over

him.

3 As for Saul, he made havock of the church, entering into every house, and haling

men and women committed them to prison.

Philip Preaches in Samaria

4 Therefore they that were scattered abroad went every where preaching the word.

5 Then Philip went down to the city of Samaria, and preached Christ unto them.

6 And the people with one accord gave heed unto those things which Philip spake,

hearing and seeing the miracles which he did.

7 For unclean spirits, crying with loud voice, came out of many that were possessed

with them: and many taken with palsies, and that were lame, were healed.

8 And there was great joy in that city.

9 But there was a certain man, called Simon, which beforetime in the same city used

sorcery,  and bewitched the people of  Samaria,  giving out that  himself  was some

great one:
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10 To whom they all gave heed, from the least to the greatest, saying, This man is

the great power of God.

11 And to him they had regard, because that of long time he had bewitched them

with sorceries.

12 But when they believed Philip preaching the things concerning the kingdom of

God, and the name of Jesus Christ, they were baptized, both men and women.

13 Then Simon himself believed also: and when he was baptized, he continued with

Philip, and wondered, beholding the miracles and signs which were done.

14 Now when the apostles which were at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had received

the word of God, they sent unto them Peter and John:

15 Who, when they were come down, prayed for them, that they might receive the

Holy Ghost:

16 (For as yet he was fallen upon none of them: only they were baptized in the name

of the Lord Jesus.)

17 Then laid they their hands on them, and they received the Holy Ghost.

18 And when Simon saw that through laying on of the apostles' hands the Holy Ghost

was given, he offered them money,

19 Saying, Give me also this power, that on whomsoever I lay hands, he may receive

the Holy Ghost.

20 But Peter said unto him, Thy money perish with thee, because thou hast thought

that the gift of God may be purchased with money.

21 Thou hast neither part nor lot in this matter: for thy heart is not right in the sight

of God.

22 Repent therefore of this thy wickedness, and pray God, if perhaps the thought of

thine heart may be forgiven thee.

23 For I perceive that thou art in the gall of bitterness, and in the bond of iniquity.
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24 Then answered Simon, and said, Pray ye to the Lord for me, that none of these

things which ye have spoken come upon me.

25 And they, when they had testified and preached the word of the Lord, returned to

Jerusalem, and preached the gospel in many villages of the Samaritans.

Philip and the Ethiopian Eunuch

26 And the angel of the Lord spake unto Philip, saying, Arise, and go toward the

south unto the way that goeth down from Jerusalem unto Gaza, which is desert.

27 And he arose and went:  and,  behold,  a  man of  Ethiopia,  an eunuch of  great

authority under Candace queen of the Ethiopians, who had the charge of all  her

treasure, and had come to Jerusalem for to worship,

28 Was returning, and sitting in his chariot read Esaias the prophet.

29 Then the Spirit said unto Philip, Go near, and join thyself to this chariot.

30 And Philip ran thither to him, and heard him read the prophet Esaias, and said,

Understandest thou what thou readest?

31 And he said, How can I, except some man should guide me? And he desired Philip

that he would come up and sit with him.

32 The place of the scripture which he read was this, He was led as a sheep to the

slaughter; and like a lamb dumb before his shearer, so opened he not his mouth:

33 In  his  humiliation  his  judgment  was  taken  away:  and  who  shall  declare  his

generation? for his life is taken from the earth.

34 And the eunuch answered Philip, and said, I pray thee, of whom speaketh the

prophet this? of himself, or of some other man?

35 Then Philip opened his mouth, and began at the same scripture, and preached

unto him Jesus.

36 And as they went on their way, they came unto a certain water: and the eunuch

said, See, here is water; what doth hinder me to be baptized?
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37 And  Philip  said,  If  thou  believest  with  all  thine  heart,  thou  mayest.  And  he

answered and said, I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.

38 And he commanded the chariot to stand still: and they went down both into the

water, both Philip and the eunuch; and he baptized him.

39 And when they were come up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord caught away

Philip, that the eunuch saw him no more: and he went on his way rejoicing.

40 But Philip was found at Azotus: and passing through he preached in all the cities,

till he came to Caesarea.

HEBREW & GREEK WORD STUDIES

Angel — ἄγγελος (Angelos)

Angel, messenger

The Greek angelos (ἄγγελος) means angel or
messenger. Angels announced Christ's birth
(Luke 2:9-14), ministered to Him (Matthew 4:11),
and will accompany His return (Matthew 25:31).

Apostle — ἀπόστολος (Apostolos)

Apostle, sent one

The Greek apostolos (ἀπόστολος) means apostle
or sent one—an authorized messenger. The
twelve apostles were chosen by Christ and
empowered as His witnesses, laying the
foundation of the church (Ephesians 2:20).

Baptize — βαπτίζω (Baptizo)

To baptize, immerse

The Greek baptizo (βαπτίζω) means to dip,
immerse, or baptize. Christian baptism
symbolizes identification with Christ's death,
burial, and resurrection (Romans 6:3-4).

Believe — πιστεύω (Pisteuo)

To believe, trust, have faith

The Greek pisteuo (πιστεύω) means to believe or
trust—active reliance upon Christ. 'For God so
loved the world, that he gave his only begotten
Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not
perish' (John 3:16).

Forgive — ἀφίημι (Aphiemi)

To send away, forgive, release

The Greek aphiemi (ἀφίημι) means to send away
or release—canceling a debt or dismissing an
offense. Jesus taught us to pray 'forgive us our
debts, as we forgive our debtors' (Matthew 6:12).

God — Θεός (Theos)

God

The Greek Theos (Θεός) refers to deity, used
both for the one true God and false gods. Context
determines whether it denotes the Father
specifically or the Godhead generally.
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Holy — ἅγιος (Hagios)

Holy, sacred, set apart

The Greek hagios (ἅγιος) denotes holiness—
moral purity and separation unto God. Believers
are called 'saints' (hagioi), those set apart for
God through Christ's sanctifying work.

Judgment — κρίσις (Krisis)

Judgment, decision

The Greek krisis (κρίσις) denotes judgment—
evaluation and sentence. All will stand before
God's judgment seat (Romans 14:10), and Christ
has been appointed Judge of the living and dead
(Acts 10:42).

Kingdom — βασιλεία (Basileia)

Kingdom, reign

The Greek basileia (βασιλεία) means kingdom—
both the realm ruled and the exercise of royal
authority. The 'kingdom of God' is central to
Jesus' teaching, representing God's saving rule
breaking into history.

Lamb — ἀμνός / ἀρνίον (Amnos / Arnion)

Lamb

The Greek amnos (ἀμνός) means lamb. John
declared Jesus 'the Lamb of God, which taketh
away the sin of the world' (John 1:29). In
Revelation, Christ is the slain Lamb (arnion) who
alone is worthy to open the scroll.

Lord — Κύριος (Kurios)

Lord, Master

The Greek Kurios (Κύριος) means 'lord' or
'master,' used both for human masters and
divinely for God the Father and Jesus Christ. Its
application to Jesus affirms His deity, as it
translates YHWH in the Septuagint.

Prophet — προφήτης (Prophētēs)

Prophet

The Greek prophētēs (προφήτης) denotes a
prophet—one who speaks forth God's message.
Jesus was recognized as 'a prophet mighty in
deed and word' (Luke 24:19), fulfilling and
surpassing the prophetic office.

Spirit — πνεῦμα (Pneuma)

Spirit, wind, breath

The Greek pneuma (πνεῦμα) means spirit, wind,
or breath—the immaterial aspect of persons. The
Holy Spirit (Pneuma Hagion) is the third person
of the Trinity, dwelling in believers.

Word — λόγος (Logos)

Word, reason, message

The Greek Logos (Λόγος) means word, reason,
or message—the rational principle underlying
reality. John identifies Christ as the eternal
Logos: 'In the beginning was the Word' (John
1:1).
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