New Covenant

The Major Covenants - Biblical Covenants

The New Covenant, prophesied by Jeremiah during Judah's final days before
Babylonian exile and ratified in Christ's blood on Calvary, represents God's
ultimate covenant arrangement—surpassing all previous covenants in its
effectiveness, scope, and permanence. Jeremiah foresaw a day when God
would establish a radically different covenant: 'Behold, the days come, saith
the LORD, that I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel, and with
the house of Judah: not according to the covenant that I made with their
fathers in the day that I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land
of Egypt; which my covenant they brake, although I was an husband unto
them, saith the LORD' (Jeremiah 31:31-32). This new covenant would differ

fundamentally from the Mosaic arrangement that Israel repeatedly violated.

Jeremiah specified the New Covenant's distinguishing features: (1)
internalization—'I will put my law in their inward parts, and write it in their
hearts' (Jeremiah 31:33), contrasting with external stone tablets; (2) intimate
relationship—'I will be their God, and they shall be my people' (Jeremiah
31:33), emphasizing direct covenant communion; (3) universal knowledge of
God—"'they shall all know me, from the least of them unto the greatest of
them' (Jeremiah 31:34), not requiring human mediators or teachers; (4)
complete forgiveness—'I will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their
sin no more' (Jeremiah 31:34), providing permanent removal of guilt rather
than annual reminders through sacrifice. These provisions promised spiritual

transformation impossible under the Mosaic economy.

Note: The adjective 'new' (Hebrew nw1n, chadashah) means fresh, unprecedented, superior—not
merely a renewed or revised old covenant but a fundamentally different arrangement. Ezekiel's parallel

promise speaks of a 'new heart' and 'new spirit' (Ezekiel 36:26), connecting the New Covenant to



regeneration and spiritual renewal. The covenant's relationship to Israel (‘with the house of Israel, and
with the house of Judah') has generated theological debate. Some interpret this literally, anticipating
future fulfillment when ethnic Israel accepts Messiah; others understand believing Gentiles as grafted
into the covenant community (Romans 11:17), constituting the true Israel of God (Galatians 6:16).

Regardless, the covenant's benefits apply to all who believe, Jew and Gentile alike.

Christ explicitly identified Himself as the New Covenant's mediator at the
Last Supper. Taking the cup after supper, He declared, 'This cup is the new
testament in my blood, which is shed for you' (Luke 22:20). Matthew's
account records, 'This is my blood of the new testament, which is shed for
many for the remission of sins' (Matthew 26:28). Mark reports identical
language (Mark 14:24), and Paul rehearses it in 1 Corinthians 11:25. Christ's
blood ratified the covenant just as animal blood ratified the Mosaic covenant
(Exodus 24:8)—but Christ's blood was infinitely superior, accomplishing
permanent atonement through His once-for-all sacrifice. Hebrews declares
Christ 'the mediator of a better covenant, which was established upon better

promises' (Hebrews 8:6).

The book of Hebrews extensively expounds the New Covenant's superiority.
The old covenant could never perfect worshipers (Hebrews 10:1), provided
only external purification (Hebrews 9:13), required endless repeated
sacrifices (Hebrews 10:11), and served merely as a shadow of good things to
come (Hebrews 10:1). By contrast, Christ's single sacrifice perfected forever
those who are sanctified (Hebrews 10:14), cleansed the conscience from dead
works (Hebrews 9:14), and obtained eternal redemption (Hebrews 9:12). The
old covenant made nothing perfect; the new brings believers to perfection
(Hebrews 7:19). Under the old, sins were remembered annually; under the
new, God remembers them no more (Hebrews 10:3, 17). The old covenant
was obsolete, 'ready to vanish away' (Hebrews 8:13); the new endures

forever.



The New Covenant's basis is Christ's substitutionary atonement—His blood
shed for sin's remission. Its power derives from the Holy Spirit's indwelling,
who writes God's law on hearts (2 Corinthians 3:3), produces spiritual fruit
(Galatians 5:22-23), and guarantees the believer's inheritance (Ephesians
1:13-14). Its scope is universal, available to 'whosoever will' (Revelation
22:17), reconciling both Jew and Gentile in one body (Ephesians 2:14-16). Its
permanence is guaranteed by Christ's eternal priesthood (Hebrews 7:24-25)
and God's unchanging promise (Hebrews 6:17-18). This is the covenant under
which the church operates—the covenant of pure grace, complete
forgiveness, intimate fellowship, and eternal security. Every time believers
partake of communion, they proclaim this covenant, showing 'the Lord's
death till he come' (1 Corinthians 11:26), celebrating the gospel in memorial

form until the covenant's consummation when Christ returns.

Key Verses

Jeremiah 31:31-34

Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that I will make a new covenant with the
house of Israel, and with the house of Judah: not according to the covenant that I
made with their fathers in the day that I took them by the hand to bring them out
of the land of Egypt; which my covenant they brake, although I was an husband
unto them, saith the LORD: but this shall be the covenant that I will make with
the house of Israel; After those days, saith the LORD, I will put my law in their
inward parts, and write it in their hearts; and will be their God, and they shall be
my people. And they shall teach no more every man his neighbour, and every man
his brother, saying, Know the LORD: for they shall all know me, from the least of
them unto the greatest of them, saith the LORD: for I will forgive their iniquity,
and I will remember their sin no more.

Matthew 26:27-28

And he took the cup, and gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, Drink ye all of
it; for this is my blood of the new testament, which is shed for many for the
remission of sins.



Hebrews 8:6-7

But now hath he obtained a more excellent ministry, by how much also he is the
mediator of a better covenant, which was established upon better promises. For if
that first covenant had been faultless, then should no place have been sought for
the second.

Hebrews 9:14-15

How much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered
himself without spot to God, purge your conscience from dead works to serve the
living God? And for this cause he is the mediator of the new testament, that by
means of death, for the redemption of the transgressions that were under the first
testament, they which are called might receive the promise of eternal inheritance.

Hebrews 10:16-17

This is the covenant that I will make with them after those days, saith the Lord, I
will put my laws into their hearts, and in their minds will I write them; and their
sins and iniquities will I remember no more.

2 Corinthians 3:6

Who also hath made us able ministers of the new testament; not of the letter, but
of the spirit: for the letter killeth, but the spirit giveth life.
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