Lucifer (Satan)

Named Angels - Biblical Angels

No figure in Scripture generates more theological complexity than Lucifer—
the name applied in Isaiah 14:12 to the fallen angelic being who became
Satan, the adversary and accuser. The Latin word Lucifer ('light-bearer' or
'morning star') translates the Hebrew 77'0 (helel, 'shining one'), a title
suggesting the extraordinary glory and brilliance of this being's original
estate. Though some modern scholars limit Isaiah 14 and Ezekiel 28 to
earthly kings (Babylon and Tyre respectively), the language employed
transcends human limitations, pointing to a greater spiritual reality behind
these temporal rulers—the malevolent intelligence energizing earthly

opposition to God.

Isaiah's oracle declares: '"How art thou fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son of
the morning! how art thou cut down to the ground, which didst weaken the
nations!' While addressed to Babylon's king, the passage's cosmic scope
suggests a primordial fall from celestial glory. The five 'l wills' that follow
reveal the root of this catastrophe: 'l will ascend into heaven, I will exalt my
throne above the stars of God... I will be like the most High.' Here pride—the
determination to usurp divine prerogatives—appears as the quintessential

sin, the original rebellion that introduced evil into God's good creation.

Note: The identification of Lucifer with Satan, though widely accepted in Christian tradition, requires
careful hermeneutical justification. Isaiah 14 explicitly addresses the king of Babylon; Ezekiel 28, the
prince of Tyre. Yet both passages employ language exceeding human limitations—being in Eden,
walking among fiery stones, possessing pre-fall perfection. The NT provides warrant for this deeper
reading: Jesus declared 'I beheld Satan as lightning fall from heaven' (Luke 10:18); Revelation calls
Satan 'that old serpent' connecting him to Eden's tempter. The interpretive principle: earthly tyrants

embody and manifest characteristics of the spiritual tyrant who energizes their rebellion.



Ezekiel 28:12-19 provides complementary revelation regarding this fallen
cherub. God addresses the prince of Tyre: 'Thou sealest up the sum, full of
wisdom, and perfect in beauty. Thou hast been in Eden the garden of God...
Thou art the anointed cherub that covereth; and I have set thee so: thou wast
upon the holy mountain of God.' This passage reveals Lucifer's original
position as an 'anointed cherub'—specifically, one of the cherubim who
covered the divine presence, comparable to those whose images adorned the
mercy seat. The reference to 'stones of fire' and God's 'holy mountain'
suggests an exalted position in the immediate divine presence, administering

God's glory and government.

The text continues: 'Thou wast perfect in thy ways from the day that thou
wast created, till iniquity was found in thee.' This statement establishes three
crucial doctrines: first, angels are created beings, not eternal; second, they
were created perfect, without sin; third, iniquity arose through the creature's
own will, not through divine causation. God creates no evil; evil emerges
when creatures misuse their God-given freedom to choose self-exaltation over

humble submission.

The consequences prove catastrophic: 'Thine heart was lifted up because of
thy beauty, thou hast corrupted thy wisdom by reason of thy brightness.'
Pride—elevating self above God—transforms glory into corruption, wisdom
into folly. The cherub's expulsion follows: 'Therefore I will cast thee as
profane out of the mountain of God: and I will destroy thee, O covering
cherub, from the midst of the stones of fire.' Satan's fall entailed ejection
from God's immediate presence and loss of his privileged position as covering

cherub.



Note: The timing of Satan's fall remains uncertain. Some place it before Genesis 1:2, viewing the

earth's formless void as judgment's result. Others position it between Genesis 1 and 3, with the serpent

representing Satan's first post-fall activity. Revelation 12:4 cryptically mentions the dragon's tail

drawing 'the third part of the stars of heaven,' interpreted as one-third of angels following Satan in

rebellion. Jude 6 and 2 Peter 2:4 reference angels who 'kept not their first estate' and are now 'reserved

in everlasting chains under darkness.' Whether these are Satan's original co-conspirators or angels who

fell later (perhaps Genesis 6) divides interpreters.

Christ's statement—'I beheld Satan as lightning fall from heaven'—confirms
both the historicity and suddenness of this celestial catastrophe. Like
lightning's swift descent from clouds to earth, Satan's fall proved
instantaneous and irreversible. No redemption exists for fallen angels; Christ
assumed human nature to redeem fallen humanity, but angels who sinned

face only eternal judgment (Hebrews 2:16).

Revelation 12:9 accumulates Satan's titles: 'that old serpent, called the Devil,
and Satan, which deceiveth the whole world.' As the serpent, he tempted Eve
in Eden; as the devil (6iafoAoc, diabolos, 'slanderer'), he accuses the
brethren; as Satan (|uw, satan, 'adversary'), he opposes God's purposes.
Though defeated at Calvary and destined for the lake of fire, Satan presently
exercises limited authority as 'the god of this world' and 'the prince of the
power of the air,' blinding unbelievers and energizing human rebellion until

Christ returns to bind him and establish His millennial kingdom.

The biblical portrait of Satan serves multiple purposes: revealing sin's origin
outside humanity (contradicting the notion that evil arises merely from social
conditions or ignorance); warning believers of a malevolent superintelligence
orchestrating opposition to God; providing a paradigm of pride's destructive

consequences; and demonstrating God's ultimate sovereignty—even Satan's



rebellion serves God's mysterious purposes, ultimately magnifying divine

grace by providing the occasion for redemption's display.

Key Verses

Isaiah 14:12-13

How art thou fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the morning! how art thou cut
down to the ground, which didst weaken the nations! For thou hast said in thine
heart, I will ascend into heaven, I will exalt my throne above the stars of God: I
will sit also upon the mount of the congregation, in the sides of the north:

Ezekiel 28:14-15

Thou art the anointed cherub that covereth; and I have set thee so: thou wast
upon the holy mountain of God; thou hast walked up and down in the midst of the
stones of fire. Thou wast perfect in thy ways from the day that thou wast created,
till iniquity was found in thee.

Ezekiel 28:17

Thine heart was lifted up because of thy beauty, thou hast corrupted thy wisdom
by reason of thy brightness: I will cast thee to the ground, I will lay thee before
kings, that they may behold thee.

Luke 10:18

And he said unto them, I beheld Satan as lightning fall from heaven.

Revelation 12:9

And the great dragon was cast out, that old serpent, called the Devil, and Satan,
which deceiveth the whole world: he was cast out into the earth, and his angels
were cast out with him.

2 Peter 2:4

For if God spared not the angels that sinned, but cast them down to hell, and
delivered them into chains of darkness, to be reserved unto judgment;

From KJV Study ° kjvstudy.org



	Lucifer (Satan)
	Key Verses


