Angel at the Tomb

Angelic Activities and Appearances - Biblical Angels

The resurrection—Christianity's central fact and foundation—received angelic
attestation when angels appeared at Christ's empty tomb to announce His
victory over death. The Gospel accounts present angels as the first heralds of
resurrection news, declaring to grieving women that Christ had risen just as
He promised. This angelic proclamation establishes the resurrection's
historicity, fulfills prophetic expectation, and demonstrates heaven's

vindication of the crucified Messiah.

Matthew's account provides the most dramatic details: 'And, behold, there
was a great earthquake: for the angel of the Lord descended from heaven,
and came and rolled back the stone from the door, and sat upon it. His
countenance was like lightning, and his raiment white as snow: and for fear
of him the keepers did shake, and became as dead men' (Matthew 28:2-4).
The earthquake accompanying the angel's descent suggests cosmic
significance—creation itself responds to redemption's completion. The angel
didn't roll away the stone to release Christ (who had already risen and could

pass through solid matter) but to reveal the empty tomb to human witnesses.

Note: The angel's appearance—countenance like lightning, raiment white as snow—recalls other
theophanic descriptions in Scripture (Daniel 10:6, Revelation 1:14). This glory terrified the Roman
guards, trained soldiers who 'became as dead men.' Yet the same glory that paralyzed enemies brought
comfort to believers, as the angel immediately told the women 'Fear not.' Divine glory produces
opposite effects: terror for God's enemies, comfort for His people. The guard's subsequent bribe by the
chief priests (Matthew 28:11-15) demonstrates human efforts to suppress resurrection truth despite

overwhelming evidence.



The angel's posture—sitting upon the rolled-away stone—symbolizes triumph.
The stone that sealed Christ's tomb, the barrier separating the living from the
dead, now serves as the angel's throne. Death's door stands open; the grave's
seal is broken. The angel sits in victory where death once claimed dominion,

visually proclaiming that Christ has conquered the final enemy.

The angel's message to the women combines comfort and commission: 'Fear
not ye: for I know that ye seek Jesus, which was crucified. He is not here: for
he is risen, as he said. Come, see the place where the Lord lay. And go
quickly, and tell his disciples that he is risen from the dead' (Matthew 28:5-7).
The announcement's structure proves instructive: First, 'Fear not'—angels
consistently begin their messages by addressing human fear. Second,
acknowledgment of their devotion—'ye seek Jesus, which was crucified.'
Third, the resurrection proclamation—'He is not here: for he is risen.' Fourth,
appeal to Christ's own predictions—'as he said.' Fifth, invitation to
verification—'Come, see the place where the Lord lay.' Sixth, commission to

spread the news—'go quickly, and tell his disciples.'

The phrase 'as he said' proves crucial. Christ repeatedly predicted His death
and resurrection (Matthew 16:21, 17:22-23, 20:18-19), but the disciples failed
to comprehend. The angel's reminder—'as he said'—validates Christ's
prophetic authority and demonstrates that Scripture's fulfillment vindicates
divine promises. What seemed impossible, even absurd, to human

understanding proved literally true when God's power intervened.

Luke's account mentions two angels rather than one: 'And it came to pass, as
they were much perplexed thereabout, behold, two men stood by them in

shining garments: and as they were afraid, and bowed down their faces to the
earth, they said unto them, Why seek ye the living among the dead? He is not
here, but is risen' (Luke 24:4-6). The question—'Why seek ye the living among

the dead?'—gently rebukes their limited expectations while proclaiming



resurrection reality. Jesus isn't merely a revered teacher whose memory
endures, nor a martyred prophet whose influence continues; He is the living

One, no longer among the dead but risen in bodily form.

John's Gospel presents a more intimate encounter: Mary Magdalene,
lingering at the tomb after Peter and John departed, 'seeth two angels in
white sitting, the one at the head, and the other at the feet, where the body of
Jesus had lain. And they say unto her, Woman, why weepest thou?' (John
20:12-13). The angels' position—one at the head, one at the feet of where
Christ's body lay—recalls the cherubim on the mercy seat (Exodus 25:18-20),
suggesting typological significance. Just as cherubim flanked the place where
blood was sprinkled for atonement, so angels mark the place where the

ultimate sacrifice lay before rising triumphant.

The Gospel accounts present minor variations regarding angel numbers and
specific messages—Matthew and Mark mention one angel, Luke and John
mention two. Far from contradicting, these variations demonstrate
independent testimony. Witnesses to the same event naturally emphasize
different details. Matthew may focus on the angel who spoke while others
stood by; John records Mary's later, separate encounter. These variations,
rather than indicating error, authenticate the accounts as genuine testimony

rather than collusive fabrication.

Note: Harmonizing the resurrection accounts requires careful attention to chronology and multiple
visits to the tomb. Early Sunday morning witnessed several trips by different individuals and groups:
Mary Magdalene's initial discovery, Peter and John's inspection, the women's encounter with angels,
Mary's later meeting with the risen Christ. Each Gospel writer selects details serving his theological
purposes rather than providing comprehensive chronology. Luke, the historian, notes 'certain others'
beyond named women (24:10), acknowledging additional witnesses. The accounts complement rather

than contradict, providing multiple attestation to resurrection truth.



The angels' role at the resurrection demonstrates several theological truths:
First, angels serve as reliable witnesses to historical events—their testimony
confirms what occurred. Second, they function as interpreters of divine
action—explaining the empty tomb's significance. Third, they commission
human messengers—angels announce the resurrection, but Christ commands
disciples to proclaim it worldwide. Fourth, they demonstrate heaven's
celebration—if angels announced Christ's birth with joy, how much greater

their rejoicing at His resurrection?

The resurrection angels also fulfill Old Testament typology. Just as cherubim
guarded Eden's entrance after the Fall, preventing access to the tree of life

(Genesis 3:24), so angels now guard—not to prevent access but to announce
access restored. The way to life, barred by sin, stands open through Christ's

resurrection. What cherubim once forbade, angels now proclaim available.

For believers, the angels at the tomb provide assurance: God sent celestial
messengers to verify and announce history's most important event. The
resurrection doesn't rest on human testimony alone but receives heavenly
confirmation. When doubt assails faith, remember that angels—who cannot
lie and who witnessed the event—declared 'He is risen.' When sorrow
overwhelms hope, recall their question: 'Why seek ye the living among the
dead?' Christ lives, death is defeated, and the tomb stands empty—testified
by angels, confirmed by witnesses, and vindicated by two millennia of

transformed lives.

Key Verses

Matthew 28:2-4

And, behold, there was a great earthquake: for the angel of the Lord descended
from heaven, and came and rolled back the stone from the door, and sat upon it.



His countenance was like lightning, and his raiment white as snow: and for fear of
him the keepers did shake, and became as dead men.

Matthew 28:5-7

And the angel answered and said unto the women, Fear not ye: for I know that ye
seek Jesus, which was crucified. He is not here: for he is risen, as he said. Come,
see the place where the Lord lay. And go quickly, and tell his disciples that he is
risen from the dead; and, behold, he goeth before you into Galilee; there shall ye
see him: lo, I have told you.

Luke 24:4-6

And it came to pass, as they were much perplexed thereabout, behold, two men
stood by them in shining garments: and as they were afraid, and bowed down
their faces to the earth, they said unto them, Why seek ye the living among the
dead? He is not here, but is risen: remember how he spake unto you when he was
yet in Galilee,

John 20:12-13

And seeth two angels in white sitting, the one at the head, and the other at the
feet, where the body of Jesus had lain. And they say unto her, Woman, why
weepest thou? She saith unto them, Because they have taken away my Lord, and I
know not where they have laid him.

Mark 16:5-6

And entering into the sepulchre, they saw a young man sitting on the right side,
clothed in a long white garment; and they were affrighted. And he saith unto
them, Be not affrighted: Ye seek Jesus of Nazareth, which was crucified: he is
risen; he is not here: behold the place where they laid him.

Acts 1:10-11

And while they looked stedfastly toward heaven as he went up, behold, two men
stood by them in white apparel; which also said, Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye
gazing up into heaven? this same Jesus, which is taken up from you into heaven,
shall so come in like manner as ye have seen him go into heaven.
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